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ENVIRONMENTAL REFERENGE GROUP




Minutes 

DERG Meeting

Conference Room, 350 High Street, Preston
Wednesday 27 September 2017, 7.00pm
	Item
	Discussion
	Action

	1. Welcome 
	Attendees:  Cameron Schmelitschek, Kat Lavers, Slobodanka Stojkovic, Steffan Howe, Toni Meek, Dru Marsh, Meg Montague, Phillip Sutton
Apologies:  Julie O’Brien, Rhys Dale, Scott Warren
Councillors:  Cr Kim Le Cerf (chair) and Cr Trent McCarthy
Officers: Libby Hynes and Sam Green (minutes)
	

	2. Assembly of Councillors
	No conflicts of interest declared
	

	3. Matters arising from minutes (August 2017)
	· Solar $aver update – see Council report 5.6.17 (provided with meeting agenda)
· Procurement policy update – see item 5 below
	

	4. DERG terms of reference and committee review
	· Review of Council committees is happening over next 9-12 months 
· Specific items/issues being looked at include:
· Current membership

· Which Council committees are a) general advisory committees b) committee around master plans c) council convened networks d) external committee or boards (DERG is a general advisory committee)

· Do advisory committees need councillor representatives?  If not, who would be the chair? 
DERG response - Councillors provide valuable clarification and input.  
· Discussion about how DERG recommendations can be considered by Council.  
· Need to formalise process for Council consideration of DERG recommendations. 
· There is a need to make sure that process of taking information from DERG to Council meeting is transparent and consistent with other committees. It was noted that many policy papers note that committees have been consulted but not what has been discussed.  Could Advisory committee positions on issues be stated as part of report? 
· Would DERG like more access to councillors outside of DERG meetings? How would this work?
· Could some committees be consolidated? Perhaps by theme? 
· Could relevant notice of motion items be teased out/discussed by DERG prior to consideration by Council – for example – could the single use plastics motion have come to DERG first to discuss? Could a process be developed to refer DERG to Council and Council to DERG – or referred from committee to committee?
· DERG membership renewal – options – a) extend the people whose terms are expiring until the review is completed, b) extend everyone so that the staggered departure from the committee still occurs, c) appoint new members under current ToR (noting review) and make changes when required. A decision to adopt option c was taken – that is carry on membership renewal as usual and note there may be changes to ToR.
	Feedback will be provided to committee review.

Membership renewal will commence soon.

	5. Council Procurement Policy and Environmental Purchasing Code
	· What follow up will there be to ensure it is abided by? – working with top ten purchases – need to unpack these – roads it top of this list but we can address this in February meeting – we can invite someone to talk about this from roads team – cycle through the various areas in top ten
· Updated every year – there is a statutory requirement to report on this each year – how do you monitor, measure and report on sustainable procurement?

· Evaluation weighting – nothing defined except local business – can we suggest a sustainability weighting – this will vary depending on context?
· Can panels/preferred suppliers be assessed against criteria – only need to do it once when establishing a panel – can we expect panel members to grow their sustainability credentials through the years on the panel?
· ESD building policy an example of sustainable procurement
	

	6. Draft ESD Building Policy
	· See attached ESD policy

	

	7. Solar Saver – new program
	· See see Council resolution 18.9.17 (provided with meeting agenda)
· See attached handout
· Information to be included in FAQs:

· I live in a heritage overlay area – what does this mean for me?

· Reassurance related to the quality of the systems being installed
· Size of system – best to go bigger earlier than add on later

· Instructions regarding who liaises with energy distributors/retailers

· Interest in developing a model agreement between landlords/tenants which can be piloted
· Large roof spaces which might lend themselves to community solar – Northland and Preston Tram Depot not there and also procuring renewable energy for trams – so can we use that roof for solar for other projects

· How might the interest to be charged for non-pensioner/low income solar savers impact adoption?
	

	8. Darebin says no to Single Use Plastic update
	· Schools competition to launch on 9 October 2017 (close 10 November 2017)
· All relevant documentation developed and delivered to schools

· Slobodanka to be DERG representative on judging panel

· Environment team has been meeting with other teams across Council to understand what single use plastics are used, in what circumstances and in what quantities – then working with each team to develop relevant and achievable action plans

· Broad implications for teams include requirements for additional staff hours (for example, hallkeepers washing up after events), budget (for example, to purchase reusable items), strain on community stakeholder relationships (for example, relationships with sports clubs which use Council pavilions)

· Information re alternatives to single use plastics and FAQs being developed
	· Sam will provide details to Slobodanka regarding  judging panel. 



	9. General issues  
	
	

	9.1 Council Minutes Table of Contents
	· Boathouse – in discussions with Wurundjeri Council re use of space
· Walker Street public housing – advocating as part of Northcote by-election
· No Local Extinctions – the request to put forward this motion came from Wild Darebin. This policy position re no flora or fauna extinctions locally will influence work in open space, planning scheme, work through nature trust – work in relation to this motion will be in collaboration with local groups
	

	9.2 Project updates
	· Red gum sapling thinning 
	· Information will be provided as to what information/research informs this practice

	10. Other Business
	· Invitation to opening night of Darebin Music Feast (2 tickets available)
	· Kat Lavers and Steffan Howe

	11. Date of next meeting (final meeting for 2017)
	· 22nd November 2017, Rooftop Room, Northcote Town Hall
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