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TRAM ROUTE 86 CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
Q. Which part of High Street and Plenty Road will be affected by the project?

The project’s scope is from Westgarth Street in Westgarth to Albert Street in Reservoir – a 6.8km corridor along High Street and Plenty Road.
Q. What is proposed?

· Pedestrian safety improvements 

· A faster and more reliable tram service through Darebin

· Tram stops that are accessible for the elderly, people with disabilities, parents with prams, shoppers with jeeps.

· Improvements to Northcote with more space for pedestrians, trees, street furniture and public art.

Q. How will this be delivered?
· Separating trams from other transport modes 

· Increasing tram priority at traffic lights 

· Limiting delays to trams by right turning vehicles 

· Upgrading tram stops to provide accessibility for all and improve safe passenger access 

· Constructing platform stops.
· Introducing 40km/h speed limit along High Street

Q. Why is Council proposing this project?

Darebin has a very high proportion of people with a disability, low income residents and residents aged 60 years and over. These are important segments of our community who may have no or little access to a car. We want to improve the tram service for this segment of the community.

Trams play an important role in the Darebin community, with over 14 million people using the route 86 service every year to access the popular shopping strip of High Street Northcote, La Trobe University, RMIT Bundoora and the CBD.  Of these 14,000 are within the Darebin section of the route.

Q. How does this project fit in with the Northcote Streetscape Masterplan?

The projects are running alongside each other. The Streetscape Masterplan is taking advantage of proposals in the Route 86 project for Northcote (kerb outstand platforms) to provide more space for streetscape improvements (planting, art, furniture, shelters etc.)

Q. Will there be a loss of parking?

There will be some loss of parking in Northcote and Westgarth. The installation of the platform tram stops and kerb outstands associated with the Northcote Streetscape Masterplan will result in the loss of 35 spaces in Northcote, up to 9 spaces within Westgarth shopping strip and up to 78 car parks between Union Street and Clarke Street.

Due to the dedicated tram reserve proposed on Plenty Road, there will be approximately 300 car spaces lost over 3.8 kilometres. Car parks will be retained in local convenience centres where businesses rely on parking. These local convenience centres will be determined through the Plenty Road Land Use Study that will be occurring concurrently.

Q. Will I still be able to drive my car along High Street?

Yes of course. Some drivers may prefer to use alternative routes such as St George’s Road and Albert Street/Grange Road as this may provide a faster journey. These alternatives are VicRoads “Preferred Traffic Routes” and High Street/Plenty Road is a “Public Transport Corridor”.
Q. Will the clearways be removed in High Street?

No, the clearways will still operate between the platform tram stops and the kerb extensions. It will be difficult for vehicles to use these spaces, however they will still be clearways.

Q. Is there a bicycle lane planned as part of the upgrade?

No, there are no bicycle lanes planned along the route.  Cyclists will be required to go up and over the front of the platform tram stops that are proposed for Westgarth and Northcote. Alternatively, cyclists are encouraged to use the bicycle lanes that run parallel to High Street along St Georges Road.  

Q. When will Council make a decision on the project?
The results of the consultation period will be presented to Council in April where they will make a decision on whether Council should approach the State Government to obtain approvals and funding for the proposal.
Q. If approval and funding is received, when will construction commence?

Mid-late 2009 would be the earliest that any construction work would commence if the appropriate approvals from Council and State Government were received.
Q. How can I get further information?

If you wish to obtain further information on this project, visit http://www.darebin.vic.gov.au/route86 to download project plans and a detailed project description. These are also available to be viewed at Darebin Customer Service Centres and Darebin Library branches from 2-27 March.

Q. How can I provide feedback?

We encourage you to provide your feedback on the proposals. An on-line survey is available at http://www.darebin.vic.gov.au/route86 and will be available from 2-27 March. Alternatively written submissions can be sent to route86@darebin.vic.gov.au or posted to:

Transport Management & Planning

PO Box 91 

Preston, 3072

For more information:

Contact the project team:

Tel: (03) 8470 8341

Email: route86@darebin.vic.gov.au

Write: PO Box 91, Preston, 3072
Web: www.darebin.vic.gov.au/route86 
