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Minutes,
DERG Meeting
Rooftop Room, Northcote Town Hall
7.00pm Wednesday 25 June 2014
	Item.
	Discussion.
	Action.

	1. Welcome and apologies 

	Attendees: Luke Brown, Alister Huth (late), Alf Howell, Caroline Gonzales, Katrina Roberg, Ben Crisfield-Smith, Zachary Schlosser, Dr Margaret Ayres, Toni Meek Libby Hynes (Chair)and Gavin Mountjoy. 
Apologies: 
Cr Trent McCarthy, Cr Angela Villella, David Redfearn, Jane Morton and Dr Simon Batterbury
	

	2. Assembly of Councillors
	No Councillors present.
	

	3. Minutes and matters arising minutes


	No issues raised with the Minutes

	The May meeting minutes were accepted.

	4. Sustainable transport

	Che Sutherland, Team Leader Transport Strategy provided an overview of the sustainable transport work being developed by Council. Information included:
40 Km hour zones, Grade Separation advocacy and the Darebin Transport Advocacy Committee, St Georges Rd bike path upgrades, Bike shimmy routes, Latrobe Uni Bus Route and proposed infrastructure works for 2014/15, 

Discussed community education on shared nature of roads and paths (vehicles, cyclists and pedestrians), car share scheme support and trams and trains.
Tram Route 86/kerb outstand stops - delays in tram travel times were discussed. 
Transport issues that may require feedback from DERG over the year are: New walking strategy, Traffic Management Strategy and Parking Framework.

	Council will continue to support Latrobe Uni advocacy on a high frequency bus service from Reservoir station to Uni.
Council is seeking tram 86 travel time data from Yarra Trams and will forward information when available.


	5. Update on Solar $aver and Bulk buy program

Solar $aver for Pensioners and Bulk buy programs

	Gavin Mountjoy indicated that 301 pensioner households had signed up for the Solar Saver program and Council passed resolution on 23 June to start Special Rates Charge Scheme. The recently announced senate support for the Renewable Energy Target is hoped to be beneficial for the program.  The program was a finalist in the UNAA Environmental awards.
	

	6. General Issues  
	
	

	Council Minutes Table of Contents

	Queries / information
Discussion of Heatwave Strategy and the motion as approved at the Council Meeting 
	A copy of the report and resolution is provided as an attachment.  
Gavin will also provide a copy of presentation by Prof Nigel Tapper on Urban Heat Island effect.

	
	30 Radford Rd – proposed sale of land by Victorian Government - formerly Lakeside Secondary College. 
Council is presently negotiating with the State Government that the creek frontage become Crown Land with Council as Committee of Management or that land be sold to Council for a nominal or discounted fee.

As an advisory role to Council DERG is unable to advocate on Council’s behalf.

Individuals and groups like Friends of Merri Creek are able to take up an advocacy role in regard to securing the land for open space and biodiversity purposes.
	

	7. Project Updates
	Plastic Free July – discussed engagement of community in what can and can’t be recycled – eg hard plastics are now included.  Discussed use of Yarra Valley Water (Cannes bronze lion award winning advertisement) http://www.yvw.com.au/Home/Inyourcommunity/ChooseTap/LatestCampaigns/index.htm
As part of campaign.
	Investigate including youtube clip as part of Plastic Free July campaign.



	8. Date of next Meeting 

Waste Strategy and Terms of Reference Review
	6 August 2014, 

Conference Room, Preston
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