What is graffiti?

Graffiti in the City of Darebin

The term ‘graffiti’ refers to the deliberate act of
defacing property without permission. Graffiti
typically includes aerosol spray-paint tagging, writing,
etching, stencilling or scribbling an identifying mark
or symbol onto property and is a criminal offence
under the Graffiti Prevention Act 2007 which may
lead to a penalty of up to two years imprisonment.

The City of Darebin receives approximately 600
reports about graffiti each year. The majority of
reports concern graffiti ‘tags’ which are scrawls,
symbols or initials that are used to identify the name
or alias of the writer.

Graffiti negatively impacts the community by
distorting perceptions about levels of community
safety and crime rates. It can also cause significant
environmental damage due to spray-paint can litter
and graffiti removal involving harmful chemicals.

Who writes graffiti and why?
According to research, graffiti is written by people
from different age groups, genders and cultural
backgrounds and for a number of reasons. Some of
those reasons include identity expression, seeking
recognition from peers, marking territory, risk taking,
defiance of the law and boredom.

Graffiti tagging in Darebin frequently occurs in
car parks, laneways and in highly visible areas of
commercial precincts. Piece graffiti, stencils, etches
and murals predominantly occur along Darebin’s rail
corridors.
Evidence suggests that residents in Darebin typically
maintain a zero tolerance attitude towards tag
graffiti, however, they support community aerosol
art projects that are undertaken in consultation with
residents and installed in an appropriate location.
In recent years there has been an increase in the
commissioning of aerosol artworks on commercial
properties located in Darebin’s retail activity centres.

City of Darebin Graffiti
Management Policy and Strategy
Evidence suggests that effective graffiti management
incorporates a three-pronged approach including
initiatives that focus on prevention, clean up and
enforcement of the criminal law.
The City of Darebin operates a range of initiatives
to protect Council assets from vandals, and to
support the community in managing graffiti. These
initiatives include:
• Maintaining public amenity.
• Supporting the community to manage graffiti by
subsidising the costs of graffiti removal for private
property owners.
• Supporting youth engagement and diversionary
programs such as the Victoria Corrections Graffiti
Removal Program.
• Providing community education and art programs
to discourage graffiti vandalism.
• Enforcing restrictions on the sale of aerosol spray
paint cans to young people.
• Supporting Victoria Police in the prosecution of
graffiti vandals.
To find out how you can become involved in the
creation of community art, or to obtain a copy of
Council’s Graffiti Management Policy and Strategy
contact Darebin Customer Service on
(03) 8470 8888.

The Darebin Graffiti
Management Subsidy Program
– Supporting Private Property
Owners
The City of Darebin offers residential and
commercial private property owners and
occupiers a subsidy to remove graffiti on their
property. Property owners and occupiers can
apply for one of the following options in any
twelve month period:
• A voucher for a four litre tin of paint.
• A voucher for an environmentally friendly
graffiti removal kit and cleaning materials.
• A voucher for fifty dollars towards the cost
of hiring a Council approved graffiti removal
contractor.
An additional subsidy of up to five hundred
dollars is available to assist property owners
and occupiers in the removal of offensive graffiti.
Offensive graffiti is regarded as having the
potential to insult community members or groups
and includes defamatory or degrading remarks
about race, religion, sex or personal privacy.
To receive this subsidy, a Council officer will be
required to inspect the property to deem that
the graffiti is offensive.
To apply for a subsidy or for more information
about Council’s Graffiti Management Subsidy
Program contact Darebin Customer Service on
(03) 8470 8888.

Tips for Preventing Graffiti
• Remove graffiti within 24 hours to prevent it
from re-occurring.

Public transport providers
Yarra Trams Customer Service: 1800 800 166
Metro Trains Customer Feedback Line:
1800 800 705

• Do not create a canvas for graffiti by providing
a blank wall with lighting. Design surfaces with
windows and features to break up the space
(Refer to the Department of Sustainability
and Environment Safer Design Guidelines for
Victoria).

Facilities and Utilities
VicRoads (roads and signal boxes): 13 11 70
Australia Post (boxes): 13 13 18
AGL (electrical poles): 13 12 45
Telstra (payphones): 1800 011 433

• Use garden planting such as fast growing vines
or spiky plants like bougainvillea.

Graffiti Laws

• Use dark coloured materials or bands of colour
on surfaces.
• Utilise anti-graffiti coatings.
• Use textured or rough surface to make it
difficult to apply paint or pens.

The Graffiti Prevention Act 2007 was introduced in
April 2008 creating new offences and penalties for
graffiti vandalism. Information about Victorian graffiti
legislation is available on the Department of Justice
website. Alternatively visit the Youth Law website or
telephone 9611 2412.

• Maintain your property. Poorly maintained
properties attract graffiti.

Report Graffiti

For a larger print version,
call 8470 8888.

To maintain public safety, graffiti should be
reported to the police and to the property
owner who is responsible for removing the graffiti.
To report graffiti to the police, phone
CrimeStoppers on 1800 333 000.
Council property
If you are reporting graffiti on Council property
– roads, signs, street furniture, footpaths, parks or
public facilities, contact Darebin Customer Service
on 8470 8888.

For more information
contact the City of Darebin:
Telephone: (03) 8470 8888
Multilingual Telephone Line: (03) 8470 8470
TTY (Deaf or Hard of Hearing): (03) 8470 8696
Email: mailbox@darebin.vic.gov.au

Graffiti
Management
in the City of
Darebin
Prevent it. Remove it. Report it.

