
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AGENDA 
 
 
Council Meeting to be held 
at Darebin Civic Centre, 
350 High Street Preston 
on Monday, 16 October 2017 
at 6.00 pm. 
 
 
Public question time will  
commence shortly after 6.00 pm.  





ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL 
OWNERS AND ABORIGINAL AND TORRES 

STRAIT ISLANDER COMMUNITIES IN 
DAREBIN 

Darebin City Council acknowledges the Wurundjeri people 

as the traditional owners and custodians of the land we now 

call Darebin and pays respect to their Elders, past, present 

and future. 

Council pays respect to other Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander communities in Darebin.

Council recognises, and pays tribute to, the diverse culture, 

resilience and heritage of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people.

We acknowledge the leadership of Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander communities and the right to self-determination 

in the spirit of mutual understanding and respect.
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Agenda 
 

1. MEMBERSHIP  

Cr. Kim Le Cerf (Mayor) (Chairperson) 

Cr. Steph Amir 

Cr. Gaetano Greco (Deputy Mayor) 

Cr. Trent McCarthy 

Cr. Lina Messina 

Cr. Susanne Newton 

Cr. Susan Rennie 

Cr. Julie Williams 

2. APOLOGIES  

Cr. Tim Laurence is on an approved leave of absence. 

3. DISCLOSURES OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST  

4. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 

Recommendation 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 2 October 2017 be confirmed as 
a correct record of business transacted. 
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5. QUESTION AND SUBMISSION TIME  

Members of the public can lodge questions for Council to answer or make a Comment or 
Submission prior to a specific item listed on the Agenda of an Ordinary Council meeting. 
 

QUESTIONS 
 

Members of the public can ask up to two (2) questions at an Ordinary Council meeting. 
 

Questions submitted online will be responded to in the first instance. If you are not present at 
the meeting, the Chairperson will read the question and provide a response.  The 
Chairperson may then take questions from members in the gallery.   
 

Any question not answered at the meeting will be taken on notice and a written response will 
be provided to the person asking the question. 
 

In accordance with the Darebin Governance Local Law, the Chairperson may disallow a 
question if it: 

 is defamatory, indecent, abusive, offensive, irrelevant, trivial or objectionable in 
language or substance; or 

 deals with a subject matter already answered; or 

 is aimed at embarrassing a Councillor or an officer. 
 

If you are unable to submit your question prior to the Ordinary Council meeting, the 
Chairperson may take questions from the floor. 
 

SUBMISSIONS OR COMMENTS 
 

Members of the public may make a comment or 2 minute submission on a matter listed on 
the Agenda prior to the item being debated.  
 

A person who is unable to stay at the meeting until the Agenda item is heard, may make their 
comment or submission during Question Time. 
 

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR QUESTION OR MAKE A COMMENT OR SUBMISSION 
 

Members of the public who wish to ask a question, or make a comment or submission to an 
agenda item, at an Ordinary Council meeting are encouraged to do so in one of the following 
ways: 

(a) online at darebin.vic.gov.au/questionsandsubmissions by 3pm on the day of the 
meeting; or  

(b) by email to Q&S@darebin.vic.gov.au; by 3pm on the day of the meeting: or 

(c) in person at the Preston Customer Service Centre, 274 Gower Street, Preston; or 

(d) by mail to PO Box 91, Preston 3072; or 

(e) with a Council officer prior to a Council meeting. 
 

Council meetings can be viewed at the Watch Council and Planning Committee meetings 

page. 
 

Agenda’s will be available for viewing on Council’s website at the ‘Meeting Agendas and 

Minutes’ page by 5pm, up to 6 days prior to the date of the meeting.  Copies are also 
available at Customer Service centres and libraries.  
 

mailto:Q&S@darebin.vic.gov.au
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6. PETITIONS 

7. URGENT BUSINESS  
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8. CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS 

8.1 ANNUAL REPORT 2016/2017 
 

Author: Coordinator Council Plan and Performance     

 

Reviewed By: Director Civic Governance and Compliance  

 

 
 

Report Background 
 
The Local Government Act 1989 and regulations require each Council in Victoria to prepare 
an Annual Report for each financial year containing a report of operations and audited 
standard, financial and performance statements. 
 
The Minister for Local Government was provided a copy of the Annual Report on Thursday 
28 September 2017. Within one month of providing the Minister with a copy of the Annual 
Report, Council must present their Annual Report at a Council meeting. Council resolved 'in 
principle' to endorse the Statements and authorised two Councillors to sign the statements 
post audit committee – Council Meeting 18 September 2017. 
 

Previous Council Resolution 
 
There are no previous Council resolutions relating to this item. 
 

Previous Briefing(s) 
 
Councillor Briefing – 25 September 2017  
 

Council Plan Goal/Endorsed Strategy 
 
Goal 6 - A well governed Council 
 
We will be a leading, modern, and open council to meet our challenges, now and in the 
future. 
 

Summary 
 
The 2016/2017 Annual Report includes information relating to: 

 Council’s progress against the goals, priority actions and performance indicators 
contained in the Council Plan 2013 – 2017, over the course of 2016/2017. 

 Council’s financial performance for the 2016/2017 financial year, which is documented 
in the audited standard, financial and performance statements. 

 Council’s performance against the performance measures included in the Local 
Government Performance Framework. 

 A comprehensive review of Council’s operations carried out during the financial year. 

 Information about the City of Darebin Councillors and committees. 

 Corporate governance and other statutory information. 

 
 



COUNCIL MEETING 16 OCTOBER 2017 

 

Item 8.1 Page 3 

Recommendation 

That Council: 

(1) Notes the City of Darebin Annual Report 2016/2017, attached as Appendix A to this 
report.  

(2) Notes the Annual Report was submitted to the Minister for Local Government on  
28 September 2017. 

(3) Notes a copy of the Annual Report 2016/2017 was made available for public inspection 
at the Customer Service Centre two weeks prior to this meeting, compliant with 133(2) 
of the Local Government Act 1989.  

(4) Notes in compliance with 134(2)(b) of the Local Government Act 1989 a Public Notice 
featured in The Age, 2 October 2017, Preston Leader, 3 October 2017, and Northcote 
Leader 4 October 2017, advising the Annual Report will be discussed at the Council 
meeting of 16 October 2017 and the place where copies of the Annual Report can be 
obtained.  

(5) Notes the Annual Report has been presented to Council within one month of providing 
the Annual Report to the Minister for Local Government, satisfying Section 134(2)(a) of 
the Local Government Act 1989, and Section 22(1) of the Local Government (Planning 
and Reporting) Regulations 2014. 

(6) Notes this report was prepared in accordance with all relevant legislation including the 
Local Government Act 1989, the Local Government Amendment (Performance 
Reporting and Accountability) Act 2014, and the Local Government (Planning and 
Reporting) Regulations 2014. 

 

 

 

Introduction 
 
The 2016/2017 City of Darebin Annual Report (including audited financial and performance 
statements) is being presented for noting. 
 

Issues and Discussion 
 
A Public Notice alerting the community to the completion of the Annual Report appeared in 
The Age newspaper on Monday 2 October 2017, the Preston Leader on 3 October 2017 and 
the Northcote Leader 4 October 2017. The Annual Report has been available for inspection 
at Darebin’s Preston customer service centre since Monday 2 October 2017. 
 
A summary of the information contained within the 2016/2017 Annual Report is provided 
below: 

 Highlights summary that provides a list of achievements of 2016/2017 organised by 
Council Plan goal.  

 Introduction – explains the purpose of the Annual Report, describes our Charter of 
Good Governance and our Values, includes a summary of rates expenditure, a brief 
financial summary and details about three major projects that were completed in 
2016/2017. 

 The Year in Review – Includes messages from the Mayor and the Chief Executive 
Officer, information about the services offered by Council, a sustainability report and a 
calendar of 2016/2017 events. 
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 Our city – provides an overview of the key demographic and statistical features of the 
City of Darebin and includes information about Darebin’s Councillors and the wards 
they represent. 

 Our people – includes the organisation structure, introduces the Executive 
Management Team, and includes the Workplace report, which outlines Darebin’s 
workforce and workplace policies and procedures. 

 Our performance – outlines Council performance against the six Council Plan goals, 
priority actions and performance indicators for 2016/2017. This section also contains 
speciality reports on the environment, diversity, technology, consultation and 
engagement, and advocacy. 

 Governance and Corporate Information – provides comprehensive corporate 
information on a number of areas including Councillors, committees, audits, documents 
for inspection and freedom of information. This section also contains the Governance 
and Management Checklist and the results of our performance in accordance with the 
Local Government Performance Reporting Framework. Statutory reports are also in 
this section. They contain prescribed information that is required by Parliamentary Acts, 
Regulations and Ministerial directions. 

 Financial and Performance Statements – details Council’s financial situation, contains 
statements audited by the Victorian Auditor General and a copy of his audit opinion. 

 
The City of Darebin Annual Report 2016/2017 is currently being graphically designed and 
professionally printed and will be available from late October 2017. 
 

Options for Consideration 
 
Financial and Resource Implications 
 
Production and printing of the City of Darebin Annual Report 2016/2017 will be completed 
within the Civic Governance and Compliance operational budget. 
 

Risk Management 
 
Much of the content, as well as the submission date, of the Annual Report is prescribed in 
the Local Government Act 1989. The attached document has been checked as compliant 
with the required regulations as part of general risk management process. 
 

Policy Implications 
 
Nil 
 

Economic Development 
 
The Annual Report 2016/2017 reports on economic development activities undertaken by 
Council during the financial year. In particular, Council Plan 2013-2017 Goal One ‘Vibrant 
city and innovative economy’ comprehensively summarises economic development activities 
and achievements during 2016/2017. 
 
Environmental Sustainability 
 
Some Local Governments choose not to print their Annual Report for environmental reasons.  
Darebin Council has chosen to print the Annual Report 2016/2017 in an attempt to keep the 
document accessible to the whole community. This also enables us to provide hard copies 
upon request, as is preferred by the Municipal Association of Victoria. The Annual Report will 
be printed on recycled paper and print runs will be limited to reduce waste. 
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The preferred method of distribution for the Annual Report 2016/2017 is via our website, 
where the final, designed document will be available for download in late October. 

Human Rights, Equity and Inclusion 

Language translations, Multilingual Telephone Line details, Speak your language, and 
National Relay Service information is listed on the back cover of the Annual Report. The 
Annual Report is available in hardcopy and electronic format in an attempt to make it 
accessible to Councillors and all members of the Darebin community. 

The Equity and Inclusion Planning and Audit Tool (EIPAT), which considers accessibility for 
various population groups, was applied to this document. 

Other 

The Annual Report 2016/2017 fulfils the requirements of the Local Government Act 1989, the 
Local Government Amendment (Performance Reporting and Accountability) Act 2014, and 
the Local Government (Planning and Reporting) Regulations 2014. 

Future Actions 

Council officers have commissioned a graphic designer to work on preparing a public version 
of the Annual Report document and it is planned to promote the report more widely (i.e. post 
it on internet, the graphically designed document made available at Customer Service 
Centres, promoted through Council’s social media channels, etc.) 

A letter will be sent to the Minister for Local Government advising when the graphically 
designed and printed report is available. 

Consultation and Advocacy 

 Please see each individual report for the staff consulted. Each report was compiled by 
the relevant responsible officer, department manager and director. 

Related Documents 

 Council Meeting Minutes – 5 September 2017 (financial and performance statements) 

Attachments 

 City of Darebin Annual Report 2016/2017 (Appendix A) 

Disclosure of Interest 

Section 80C of the Local Government Act 1989 requires members of Council staff and 
persons engaged under contract to provide advice to Council to disclose any direct or 
indirect interest in a matter to which the advice relates. 

The Officer reviewing this report, having made enquiries with relevant members of staff, 
reports that no disclosable interests have been raised in relation to this report. 
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8.2 DOMESTIC ANIMAL MANAGEMENT PLAN 2017-2021 
 

Author: Manager Health and Compliance     

 

Reviewed By: Director Civic Governance and Compliance  

 

 
 

Report Background 
 
Council is required to develop a new Domestic Animal Management Plan (Plan) every four 
years in accordance with section 68A of the Domestic Animals Act 1994. Darebin’s current 
Domestic Animal Management Plan was developed in 2013 and will expire in November 
2017.   
 
This Plan continues to build on the substantial work undertaken by Council with the 
implementation of the 2013-2017 Domestic Animal Management Plan. 
 

Previous Council Resolution 
 
This matter is not the subject of a previous Council resolution. 
 

Previous Briefing(s) 

 28 August 2017 

 25 September 2017 
 

Council Plan Goal/Endorsed Strategy 
 
Goal 3 - A liveable city 
 
We will expand and improve our network of open and green spaces, parks and natural 
environments to provide the lungs for our city and reduce the impacts of climate change. 
 

Summary 
 
In February 2017, Council commenced the review of the existing Plan.  Extensive internal 
and external engagement and consultation was carried out to identify the current issues.   
 
Council consulted on the identified issues more widely and then developed the Domestic 
Animal Management Plan 2017-2021.   
 
The Plan is in the format requested by the Department of Economic Development, Jobs, 
Transport and Resources (DEDJTR) to enable improved auditing of all council plans. The 
key focus areas along with the issues and challenges for the Plan are included in this report. 
 
The Draft Plan was released for public comment during September and tabled at the 
Domestic Animal Management Reference Group meeting held on 20 September 2017.   

 

Recommendation 

 

That Council endorses the Domestic Animal Management Plan 2017-2021 attached as 
Appendix A to this report. 
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Introduction 
 
Council’s services in relation to animal management are legislated through the Domestic 
Animals Act 1994 (Act). The purpose of the Act is to promote animal welfare, the responsible 
ownership of dogs and cats and to protect the environment.  
 
The purpose of the Plan is to provide a strategic framework for the next four years that 
delivers policy direction and an action plan for the management of domestic cats and dogs 
throughout the Municipality. 
 

Issues and Discussion 
 
The key issues and challenges identified for the new plan are listed below.  

 Impound statistics confirm that there is a difference between dog and cat owner 
behaviour and the approaches that need to be adopted. 

 The high number of unwanted or unclaimed cats requiring rehoming is constant and 
continuing to overwhelm Council’s pound and rescue groups. 

 Development of a revised cat trapping process to respond to excess number of cats 
requiring re-homing. 

 Maximising the number of cat and dog registrations to ensure officers are able to 
quickly and safely re-unite lost pets with their owners without taking them to the pound 
in the event they become lost. 

 Identifying better ways for residents, local vets, and Council and rescue organisations 
to work collaboratively. 

 Exploring opportunities for increased de-sexing rates to help reduce unwanted 
population of cats and kittens,  

 Reducing the incidence of cat and dog nuisance and the number of dog attacks.  

 Increasing education of residents to encourage them to take full ownership of semi-
owned cats to reduce the number of unowned population for a more positive 
community and animal welfare based outcomes. 

 Developing a new after-hours service model and incorporating the use of Council’s 
holding facility in Reservoir to house animals overnight before being transported to the 
pound. 

 
As with the current plan, Council recognises the need for participation and partnerships with 
external rescue groups and agencies to achieve the desired and more humane outcomes for 
cats and dogs.  Council will also work together with neighbouring councils to develop 
partnerships with relevant stakeholders to implement programs that reflect best practice and 
address animal welfare issues. 
 
Listed below are the key headings for the actions to be delivered over the next four years as 
identified through the development of the Plan. Within each of the areas there are key 
objectives. 
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Table 1 

Key focus areas Objectives 

Registration and identification o Increase the number of registered dogs and cats by 

a minimum of 5%, with an aim of 10% over the term 
of the Plan.  

o Reduce the initial fees for cats and dogs to support 

the community in meeting costs associated with de-
sexing and other responsible pet care needs. 

o Raise awareness and understanding of registration 

and micro-chipping. 

Cat and dog nuisance o To raise awareness and educate owners on 

responsible cat ownership. 

o To reduce the number of animal nuisance 

complaints that arise in the Municipality. 

Dog attacks and declared dogs o To reduce the incidence of dog attacks through 

education. 

Over population and euthanasia o To minimise the number of animals euthanased.  

o To decrease the number of stray, abandoned and 

unwanted dogs and cats. 

Training  o To ensure staff have the necessary experience with 

appropriate technical skills to carry out their role. 

Monitor and review o To review the Plan in years one to four to ensure 

actions and priorities are still relevant and can be 
completed within available resources. 

 

Conclusion 
 
The Draft Domestic Animal Management Plan 2017-2021 has been developed following 
extensive internal and external engagement and consultation. 

 
Financial and Resource Implications 
 
The animal management service for 2017/20 18 has a budgeted income of $896,022 (from 
registration and infringements) and expenditure of $1,250,765. The net cost to Council is 
$354,743. 
 

Risk Management 
 
Nil 
 

Policy Implications 
 

Economic Development 
 
Responsible pet ownership initiatives are intended to promote the services of veterinarians 
and other domestic animal business operating in Darebin. This will improve animal welfare 
outcomes and increase residents knowledge and access of local services. This may in turn 
provide economic benefit to local businesses by increasing the number of clients using these 
services.  
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Environmental Sustainability 
 
The environment and the protection of wildlife is a strong consideration in the development of 
the Plan as well as the provision of the animal management service. 
 
Human Rights, Equity and Inclusion 
 
Darebin’s demographics and cultural identity is recognised through the development of new 
initiatives and the Plan as well as the provision of service.  
  
It is acknowledged that pets contribute to the health and wellbeing of individuals and provide 
companionship to isolated residents, people sleeping rough and people with disabilities. At 
times individuals from these cohorts struggle to adequately meet their responsibilities under 
the Act. In order that Council balances the care of domestic animals with the needs and care 
of particular cohorts, Council’s EIPAT, Health and Wellbeing Plan and Human Rights Charter 
is applied in order to directly inform Council’s enforcement approach and to create the 
necessary discretion and protocols. 
 
Other 
 
Development of the Plan is in accordance with section 68A of the Domestic Animals Act 
1994. 
 

Future Actions 

 Submit endorsed plan to the Department of Economic Development, Jobs, and 
Transport and Resources on 3 November 2017.  

 Advertisement, communication and implementation of the new Plan. 
 

Consultation and Advocacy 

 The Plan was developed in consultation with Darebin’s Domestic Animal Management 
Plan Reference Group (DDAMRG), Councillors, Chief Executive Officer and the 
Executive Management Team. 

 The development of the Plan also took into consideration input from the community and 
other key stakeholders through the following methods: 

o Council commenced the review of the existing Plan with internal and external 

consultation to identify relevant issues. 

o A stakeholder and community public meeting was held in Preston. Approximately 

60 people participated in the event including Council officers, stakeholders from 
rescue group organisations, sporting clubs, veterinarians, domestic animal 
businesses, dog trainers, other local councils (Cities of Yarra, Moreland and 
Whittlesea) Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA), the 
Lost Dogs Home (LDH) and Darebin residents.  Council’s Domestic Animal 
Management Reference Group members also participated in this consultation. 

o Further consultation was carried out with the wider community including online 

survey using the “Your Say” platform on Council’s web site was conducted and 
attracted a total of 269 responses from across the community.  The online survey 
was promoted through Council’s website, social media and local papers. 

o The Draft Plan was then developed and released for public comment during 

September and tabled at the Domestic Animal Management Reference Group 
meeting held on 20 September 2017. 
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 Intelligence was gathered from other government organisations, external stakeholders, 
interest groups and other relevant stakeholders. 

 LGPRO Special Interest Group Animal Management and Local laws 

 Meetings with other councils – Stonnington, Wyndham, Banyule, Yarra, Moreland and 
Whittlesea 

Related Documents 

 Darebin’s Domestic Animal Management Plan 2013-17 

 Domestic Animals Act 1994 

 Code of Practice for the Operations of Shelters and Pounds, June 2011 

 General Local Law No.1 2015  

 Council Order Section 26 Domestic Animals Act 1994 

Attachments 

 Domestic Animal Plan 2017-2021 (Appendix A) 

Disclosure of Interest 

Section 80C of the Local Government Act 1989 requires members of Council staff and 
persons engaged under contract to provide advice to Council to disclose any direct or 
indirect interest in a matter to which the advice relates. 

The Officer reviewing this report, having made enquiries with relevant members of staff, 
reports that no disclosable interests have been raised in relation to this report. 
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8.3 PROPOSED DISCONTINUANCE AND SALE OF ROAD 
ADJOINING 800 PLENTY ROAD, RESERVOIR  

 

Author: Manager Strategic Assets Management     
 

Reviewed By: Director Operations and Environment  
 

  
 

Report Background 
 
This report provides Council with information relating to the outcome of preliminary 
investigations into the proposed discontinuance and sale of part of the right-of-way adjoining 
800 Plenty Road, Reservoir. 
 

Previous Council Resolution 
 
This matter is not the subject of a previous Council resolution. 
 

Previous Briefing(s) 
 
This matter has not previously been to a Councillor Briefing. 
 

Council Plan Goal/Endorsed Strategy 
 
Goal 6 - A well governed Council 
 

Summary 
 
This report provides the history and background relating to the right-of-way adjoining 800 
Plenty Road, Reservoir (Road), shown coloured on the plan presented at Appendix A, as 
well as the outcome of the preliminary investigations into its proposed discontinuance. 
 
Aldi Foods Pty Ltd (Aldi) has been in discussions with Council since 2011 regarding the 
status and potential discontinuance of roads contained within the title to 800 Plenty Road, 
Reservoir.  Aldi has recently entered into a contract of sale with Japara Health Care Ltd 
(Japara) for the land at 800 Plenty Road and have approached Council to commence a 
discontinuance of the roads.  Aldi has agreed to purchase the roads from Council for $1.8 
million, should the roads be discontinued. 
 
The Roads are constructed but are not currently used for access as they have been fenced 
off to prevent vandalism and rubbish dumping within 800 Plenty Road.  The Roads are listed 
on Council’s Register of Public Roads and would need to be removed from the register prior 
to discontinuance. 
 
This report recommends that Council commence the discontinuance process, including 
public notification and, if necessary, hearing of submissions into the proposal. 
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Recommendation 

 
That Council: 

(1) Commences the statutory procedures under section 206 and clause 3 of Schedule 10 
to the Local Government Act 1989 (“the Act”) to discontinue the road adjoining 3 to 13 
Tracey Street and 54 and 56 Elliot Street, Reservoir shown coloured on Appendix A. 

(2) Gives public notice under sections 207A and 82A and 223 of the Act of the proposed 
discontinuance and intention to sell in the appropriate newspapers and on Council’s 
website and such notice state that if discontinued, Council proposes to sell by private 
treaty the land from the discontinued Roads to the adjoining property owner at 800 
Plenty Road, Reservoir, Aldi Foods Pty Ltd, for $1.8 million and to transfer to itself any 
land from the road not sold to the adjoining property owner. 

 

 

 

Introduction 
 
In 2011 Council received an enquiry from Aldi Foods Pty Ltd (Aldi), the owner of 800 Plenty 
Road, Reservoir, requesting that Council undertake action to remove the road status of roads 
contained within LP 54324 (Roads), the title to which is held by Aldi.  The Roads are shown 
coloured on the plan in Appendix A and hatched on the aerial photo in Appendix B. 
 
The Roads were listed on Council’s Register of Public Roads, are constructed but are not 
currently used by the public.  The Roads once serviced a group of shops and provided 
through traffic access from Summerhill shopping centre to the southbound slip-lane between 
Plenty Road and Albert Street.  The roads are currently fenced off from public thoroughfare 
due to vandalism of the vacant buildings and dumping of rubbish that was occurring in this 
area. 
 
Initial investigations have confirmed the feasibility of the proposed discontinuance as the land 
is likely not required for access and is not required for drainage.  It is proposed to engage 
Maddocks Lawyers to undertake further consultation with a view to Council commencing the 
statutory procedures to facilitate the possible discontinuance and sale of the Roads. 
 

Issues and Discussion 
 
Consultation with owners / purchase price / land allocation 
 
There are no adjoining owners to be consulted regarding the proposal, other than the owners 
of 800 Plenty Road – Aldi Foods Pty Ltd. 
 
The dimensions of the land from the Roads are shown in the Title Plan provided in Appendix 
A. 
 
The owners of 800 Plenty Road, Reservoir, have confirmed their interest in acquiring the 
land marked shown hatched in Appendix B at current market value as well as meeting their 
share of all of the reasonable costs associated with Council discontinuing the Road. 
 
Service Authorities and Council Departments 
 
Internal departments and the Service Authorities will be consulted regarding the proposal 
should Council resolve to commence the statutory process. 
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Implementation 
 
The statutory procedures require Council to give public notice of its intention to discontinue 
and sell the Road and invite submissions from affected parties.  Submitters may request to 
be heard by Council prior to a decision being made to proceed or otherwise with the 
proposal.  In addition, all abutting property owners would be advised of the proposal in 
writing and informed of their right to make a submission.  Following which, a report would be 
presented to Council for a decision whether to discontinue the Road, part of the Road or not 
to discontinue the Road. 
 

Options for Consideration 
 
Option 1 – Abandon the Proposal or Do Nothing  
 
Council could resolve to abandon the proposal, take no action or may make no resolution on 
the matter.  This option would mean that the Roads would remain on Council’s register of 
public roads and continue to vest in Council. 
 
Aldi Foods Pty Ltd would remain the owner of the road (on title), but would not be able to 
appropriately develop the site in its current configuration. 
 
Council may, at some time in the future, resolve to re-commence the discontinuance 
process. 
 
Option 2 – Commence the Statutory Procedures (Recommended) 
 
Council could resolve to commence the statutory procedures to potentially discontinue the 
Road.  This would extend the consultation to the wider community and enable members of 
the public a formal opportunity to make a submission.  This option would assist Council in 
obtaining further insight into the proposed discontinuance and sale.  It would also enable 
Council to make an informed assessment on the future of the Road, to potentially open part 
or all of the Road, discontinue part or all of the Road and sell the land from the Road (if 
discontinued) to the adjoining property owners and take title to the balance of the land not 
sold. 
 
Benefits of commencing the statutory procedures depend on Council’s decision on the future 
of the Road, and the ongoing protection of a public asset, the asset being open to the public 
and used for its prescribed purpose, and potential revenue from the sale of part or all of the 
land from the Road. 
 

Financial and Resource Implications 
 
There are no financial or resource implications as a result of commencing the statutory 
procedures as contained in this report. 
 
Costs associated with undertaking the statutory process would be recoverable from the 
purchaser should Council decide in future to discontinue the road and sell the land.  Should 
Council decide not to proceed with either the discontinuance or the sale, then the costs 
associated with conducting the statutory process would be funded from existing allocations. 
 
The value of the land has been determined by an independent valuer appointed by the 
President of the Australian Property Institute under an agreement between Council and Aldi, 
who issued joint instructions for the valuation.  Whilst Aldi is currently the titled owner of the 
roads, upon discontinuance the roads would vest with Council.  The valuation took into 
account the principle of ‘sharing the uplift in value’ in the Aldi owned land following 
discontinuance of the road and the consolidation of all parcels of land into a single lot.   
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The independent valuation has been reviewed by the City Valuer and is considered to 
represent a fair value for the land. 

Risk Management 

Risks associated with each option are covered under the analysis of each option. 

Policy Implications 

Economic Development 

There are no factors in this report which impact upon economic development. 

Environmental Sustainability 

There are no factors in this report which impact upon environmental sustainability. 

Human Rights, Equity and Inclusion 

There are no factors in this report which impact on human rights, equity and inclusion. 

Other 

This report has been prepared having regard to Council’s Sale of Minor Council Property 
Assets Policy. 

Future Actions 

Arrange for the statutory procedures for the discontinuance and sale of the section of Road 
to be undertaken pursuant to the provisions of section 206 and clause 3 of Schedule 10 and 
section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989. 

Consultation and Advocacy 

 Council departments 

 Maddocks Lawyers 

 Aldi Foods Pty Ltd 

 Statutory Authorities (as part of discontinuance process) 

Related Documents 

 Local Government Act 1989 

 Road Management Act 2004 

 Sale of Minor Council Property Assets Policy, Darebin City Council, 2015 

Attachments 





Roads within 800 Plenty Road (Appendix A)  

800 Plenty Road - Aerial Photograph (Appendix B)

Disclosure of Interest 

Section 80C of the Local Government Act 1989 requires members of Council staff and 
persons engaged under contract to provide advice to Council to disclose any direct or 
indirect interest in a matter to which the advice relates. 
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The officer reviewing this report, having made enquiries with relevant members of staff, 
reports that no disclosable interests have been raised in relation to this report. 
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8.4 NEEDS ANALYSIS - DAREBIN INTERCULTURAL CENTRE 
 

Author: Coordinator Community Development Facilities     

 

Reviewed By: Manager Families, Diversity and Community  

 

  
 

Report Background 
 
This report is in response to the completion of the Darebin Intercultural Centre Needs 
Analysis and Service Review 2017, with a view to gathering information and ideas to inform 
the Council Plan 2017-2021 goal to establish a better home for our Intercultural Centre and 
its programs. 
 

Previous Council Resolution 
 
This matter is not the subject of a previous Council resolution. 
 

Previous Briefing(s) 
 
This matter has not previously been to a Councillor Briefing. 
 

Council Plan Goal/Endorsed Strategy 
 
Goal 2 – Opportunities to live well. We will improve the wellbeing of people in our community 
by providing opportunities for them to live their lives well. 
 
Goal 5 – Involving our diverse community. We will lead on equity and recognise our diverse 
community as our greatest asset for solving future challenges. 
 

Summary 
 
This report provides a summary of the outcomes from the Darebin Intercultural Centre needs 
analysis and service review conducted between April and September 2017. 
 
This report has been developed to reflect upon the Intercultural Centre’s first 6 years of 
operation with a view to gathering information and ideas to inform the Council Plan 2017-
2021 goal to establish a better home for our Intercultural Centre and its programs. 
 
 

Recommendation 

That Council notes this report and the recommendations of the Darebin Intercultural Centre 
needs analysis and service review 2017. 
 

 

 

Introduction 
 
The Community Development Facilities Unit (CDF Unit) has conducted a review of the 
Darebin Intercultural Centre (IC) to establish a clearer strategic direction, vision, mission and 
objectives and a program that better responds to its purpose.  The review gathered a 
significant amount of information, viewpoints, and recommendations to inform the work of the 
team responsible for this valued Darebin asset. 
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The Darebin intercultural Centre (IC) was established in 2011 as a centre of excellence for 
intercultural relations and ongoing community development. It is a practical demonstration of 
Council’s commitment to foster cultural diversity, intercultural dialogue and connectedness 
between Darebin’s diverse cultural groups. The IC also hosts a variety of programs and 
events throughout the year that provide an opportunity for groups of diverse cultural 
backgrounds to meet and participate in activities together in order to strengthen their 
understanding and appreciation of each other’s cultures.  
 
Programs and events are delivered by Darebin City Council, Darebin Ethnic Communities 
Council and various other external community groups and organisations. The IC is also 
available for community groups and organisations to hire the available rooms to conduct their 
gatherings, forums, and support groups that similarly support intercultural connections. The 
IC accommodated internal Council officers and department requests for hire when available. 
 
The consultation process was a concurrent process of engaging with current users, partner 
organisations, visitors/participants and the general community through a generic survey for 
all. Consultation sessions based on the survey questions and expanded lines of inquiry into 
the mission, purpose, operational structures and processes at the IC were held with Darebin 
Ethnic Communities Council, internal council officers for multiple departments, and the IC 
team. 
 

Issues and Discussion 
 
Key findings from the review include: 

 The participants of the program at the IC are overwhelmingly satisfied and support of 
the opportunities, activities and events that are part of their experience at the facility 
and with the team responsible for its delivery. 

 The Darebin community profile demonstrates a continued need of this program and 
any opportunities for further expansion. 

 The general community and stakeholders are aware of the impact of VCAT on the 
success of the IC program within its current location and are supportive of a re-location 
of the program. 

 The consultation demonstrated that the current location of the program stifles 
promotion and advertisement of the program due to the need to limit interest and 
participants due to capacity issues. 

 The community, staff and stakeholders are confused about the relevance and 
usefulness of the current objectives of the IC and the model of service delivery as they 
present contradictions, immeasurable goals for the program, and aren’t targeted 
towards what the program could foreseeably achieve with its current resources. 

 There is capacity for the staff who work at the IC and the broader unit to enhance the 
capacity of the team to further develop their skills and abilities in regards to the delivery 
of the program. 

 

Options for Consideration 
 
Recommendations from the review include: 

 Develop an action plan to move through the recommendations of the report that are 
within operational and service delivery parameters, with a view to seeking additional 
resources where identified. 
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 Develop a new set of objectives for the IC that are responsive to the Council Plan, 
relevant to the findings of this consultation and previous consultations, and are 
measureable and appropriate for the current resourcing of the program. 

 Review the current ‘Hiring Guidelines’ with a view to enhancing the IC program’s ability 
to support groups and individuals’ use of the spaces and resources outside the ‘venue 
for hire’ model in an accessible, equitable, non-discriminatory way that is closely linked 
to the IC objectives. 

 Conduct further consultation and review of areas raised in relation to communications 
and marketing that would require further input, costings, and consideration. 

 Develop a workforce development plan to enhance the capacity of existing staff 
resources to deliver the program, including supportive links to the broader Unit 
resources. 

 Commence planning for the relocation of the Intercultural Centre to a new home, 
involving a full scoping of operational requirements based on future growth 
opportunities, investigation into and identification of possible sites, and a feasibility 
study of selected sites. 

 

Financial and Resource Implications 
 
Dependent upon the action plan determined by officers, there may be further operational and 
staffing costs attached to the delivery of the actions. 
 

Risk Management 
 
There are no risks identified in Council’s risk management framework that are relevant to this 
report. 
 

Policy Implications 
 

Economic Development 
 
Beyond the ability for the IC to support community groups and individuals in terms of training 
opportunities, English classes and access to Information Technology, this report has no 
economic development implications. 
 
Environmental Sustainability 
 
Beyond the Intercultural Centre’s existing processes and procedures to ensure that 
environment sustainability is considered within the purchasing, program development and 
community education aspects of the Centre, this report has no environmental sustainability 
implications.  
 
Human Rights, Equity and Inclusion 
 
This report seeks to further enhance the Intercultural Centre’s model of service delivery to 
support human rights, equity and inclusion for the participants at the Centre, and develop a 
program that enhances Council’s ability to respond to the community’s needs. 
 
Other 
 
There are no other factors which impact on this report. 
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Future Actions 

 An action plan will be developed to further explore the findings of the review, taking into 
consideration what improvements can be made to the operation and management of 
the IC within its current location. 

 A further report to be presented to Council detailing the progress of the action plan 
after the first year of implementation. 

 Subject to Council resolution, a further report to be presented to Council detailing the 
scoping of alternate locations for the IC. 

Consultation and Advocacy 

 Intercultural Centre hiring community groups 

 Survey for residents distributed at the Intercultural Cetnre and through Darebin 
Community News May/June 2017 

 Darebin Ethnic Communities Council 

 Manager, Creative Culture 

 Prior consultation and user feedback activities of the Intercultural Centre 

 A full list of consulted parties is included in the full Darebin Intercultural Centre Needs 
Analysis and Service Review 2017 (Appendix A) 

Related Documents 

 There are no other related documents 

Attachments 

 Darebin Intercultural Centre Needs Analysis and Service Review 2017 (Appendix A)  

Disclosure of Interest 

Section 80C of the Local Government Act 1989 requires members of Council staff and 
persons engaged under contract to provide advice to Council to disclose any direct or 
indirect interest in a matter to which the advice relates. 

The Officer reviewing this report, having made enquiries with relevant members of staff, 
reports that no disclosable interests have been raised in relation to this report. 
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8.5 AMENDMENT TO THE 2017/2018 FEES AND CHARGES 
SCHEDULE 

 

Author: Management Accountant     
 

Reviewed By: Director Corporate Services  

 

 
 

Report Background 
 
This report seeks to amend the 2017/2018 fees and charges schedule to update fees that 
were recorded incorrectly and to include fees that were omitted from the original fees and 
charges schedule to the Budget 2017/2018 in error. 
 

Previous Council Resolution 
 
At its meeting held on 22 June 2017, Council resolved: 
 
‘That Council having considered all submissions received and having complied with the 
requirements of sections 127 and 129 of the Local Government Act 1989, adopt the Budget 
2017/2018…’ 
 

Previous Briefing(s) 
 
This matter has not previously been to a Councillor Briefing. 
 

Council Plan Goal/Endorsed Strategy 
 
Goal 6 - A well governed Council 
 

Summary 
 
The 2017/2018 fees and charges schedule was prepared as part of the Budget 2017/2018 
(Appendix A – Fees and charges schedule). Subsequent to the adoption of the Budget 
2017/2018 it was identified that some fees in Health Protection were omitted or incorrectly 
recorded.  
 

Recommendation 

That Council: 

(1) Amends the 2017/2018 fees and charges schedule to include the following fee: 

a. Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 transfer of registration fee:  

 50% of renewal 

(2) Amends the 2017/2018 fees and charges schedule to update the fees which were 
recorded incorrectly 

a. Food Act 1984 – registration:  

   Pro rata of renewal fee 

b. Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 – registration:   

  Pro rata of renewal fee 
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Introduction 
 
The 2017/2018 fees and charges schedule was prepared as part of the Budget 2017/2018 
and included in Appendix A - Fees and charges schedule.  
 
Subsequent to the adoption of the Budget 2017/2018 it was identified that some fees relating 
to Health Protection were either omitted or recorded incorrectly. 
 

Issues and Discussion 
 
Subsequent to the adoption of the Budget 2017/2018 it was identified that fees: 

 Relating to the Food Act 1984 (registration) and Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 
(registration) were incorrectly recorded at $0.00 and $115.00 respectively. 

 Relating to the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 (transfer of registration) was 
omitted in error from Appendix A – Fees and charges schedule. 

 

Options for Consideration 

 Adopt the fees and charges without amendment. This is the recommended option.  

 To not adopt the fees and charges. This option is not recommended.  
 

Financial and Resource Implications 
 
The Budget 2017/2018 includes income of approximately $656,000 to be collected from the 
Food Act 1984 (registration) and approximately $82,000 to be collected from the Public 
Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 (registration and transfer of registration) fees. 
 

Risk Management 
 
The Budget 2017/2018 was prepared in the context of minimising and mitigating the risks 
associated with Council’s delivery of services and infrastructure to the community. 
 

Policy Implications 
 

Economic Development 
 
There are no factors in this report which impact upon economic development. 
 
Environmental Sustainability 
 
There are no factors in this report which impact upon environmental sustainability. 
 
Human Rights, Equity and Inclusion 
 
There are no factors in this report which impact on human rights, equity and inclusion. 
 
Other 
 
There are no other factors which impact on this report. 
 

Future Actions 
 
Following the inclusion of the fees omitted and the fees recorded incorrectly, the Food Act 
1984 and Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 fees will be added/adjusted in the 
2017/2018 fees and charges schedule. 
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Consultation and Advocacy 

 Acting Coordinator, Health and Urban Protection 
 

Related Documents 

 Budget 2017/2018 – Appendix A | Fees and charges schedule 

 Food Act 1984 

 Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 

 Council Minutes – 22 June 2017 
 

Attachments 
Nil 
 

Disclosure of Interest 
 
Section 80C of the Local Government Act 1989 requires members of Council staff and 
persons engaged under contract to provide advice to Council to disclose any direct or 
indirect interest in a matter to which the advice relates. 
 
The Officer reviewing this report, having made enquiries with relevant members of staff, 
reports that no disclosable interests have been raised in relation to this report.  
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8.6 RESCHEDULING PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING FOR 
NOVEMBER 2017 

 

Author: Coordinator Council Business     

 

Reviewed By: Director Civic Governance and Compliance  

 

  
 

Report Background 
 
At its Council meeting on 20 March 2017, Council resolved dates for Council and Special 
Committee meetings and Councillor Briefing Sessions for the remainder of the 2017 Council 
Year. 
 

Previous Council Resolution 
 
At its meeting held on 20 March 2017, Council resolved: 
 
‘That:  

(1) Ordinary meetings of the Council for the 2017 year be held in the Council Chamber at 
Darebin Civic Centre (or other venue as determined) at 6.00 pm on 3 April, 18 April, 1 
May, 15 May, 5 June, 19 June, 3 July, 17 July, 7 August, 21 August, 4 September, 18 
September, 2 October and 16 October 2017. 

(2) A special (statutory) meeting of the Council be held at the Preston City Hall at 6.30 pm 
on Monday 13 November 2017. 

(3) Meetings of the Planning Committee meetings for the 2017 year be held in the Council 
Chamber at Darebin Civic Centre at 6.00 pm on 10 April, 8 May, 13 June, 10 July, 14 
August, 11 September, 9 October and 6 November 2017. 

(4) Meetings of the Hearing of Submissions Committee be scheduled as required and the 
public notice of those meetings be given in accordance with section 89 of the Local 
Government Act 1989. 

(5) Meetings of the Bundoora Homestead Board of Management to be held at the 
Bundoora Homestead on dates and times to be determined in due course. 

(6) Councillor Briefing Sessions will be held at 5.00 pm on 27 March, 13 April, 26 April, 11 
May, 22 May, 15 June, 26 June, 13 July, 24 July, 10 August, 28 August, 14 September, 
25 September 12 October, 23 October and 9 November 2017. 

 

Previous Briefing(s) 
 
This matter has not previously been to a Councillor Briefing. 
 

Council Plan Goal/Endorsed Strategy 
 
Goal 6 - A well governed Council 
 

Summary 
 
This report recommends rescheduling the November Planning Committee meeting to  
30 October 2017. 
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Recommendation 

 
That Council reschedule the Planning Committee meeting from 6 November 2017 to  
30 October 2017 to be held in the Council Chamber at Darebin Civic Centre at 6.00 pm. 
 

 
 

Introduction 
 
The current schedule for the Planning Committee Meeting has been in place since 20 March 
2017 with the meetings being held once a month. 
 

Issues and Discussion 
 
Rescheduling the date from 6 November 2017 to 30 October 2017 provides a better 
opportunity for the public and staff to be available. 
 
Section 89 of the Local Government Act 1989 (the Act) requires Council to provide public 
notice for cancellation and/or new date for meetings of Council and Special Committees 
comprised solely of Councillors.  The revised Planning Committee meeting date will be 
advertised in the Age and the Northcote and Preston Leader newspapers in accordance with 
the Act. 
 

Options for Consideration 
 
Council to endorse or reject the recommendation to reschedule the Planning Committee 
meeting date from 6 November 2017 to 30 October 2017. 
 

Financial and Resource Implications 
 
There will be a small cost associated with readvertising the new date. 
 

Risk Management 
 
Nil 
 

Policy Implications 
 
Economic Development 
 
There are no factors in this report which impact upon economic development. 
 
Environmental Sustainability 
 
There are no factors in this report which impact upon economic development. 
 
Human Rights, Equity and Inclusion 
 
There are no factors in this report which impact upon economic development. 
 
Other 
 
There are no factors in this report which impact upon economic development. 
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Future Actions 
 
The revised Planning Committee meeting date will be advertised in the Age and the 
Northcote and Preston Leader newspapers in accordance with the Local Government Act 
1989. 
 

Consultation and Advocacy 

 Councillors 

 Chief Executive Officer 

 Directors 
 

Related Documents 

 Local Government Act 1989 

 Council Minutes - 20 March 2017 
 

Attachments 
Nil 
 

Disclosure of Interest 
 
Section 80C of the Local Government Act 1989 requires members of Council staff and 
persons engaged under contract to provide advice to Council to disclose any direct or 
indirect interest in a matter to which the advice relates. 
 
The Officer reviewing this report, having made enquiries with relevant members of staff, 
reports that no disclosable interests have been raised in relation to this report.   
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9. CONSIDERATION OF RESPONSES TO PETITIONS, NOTICES OF 
MOTION AND GENERAL BUSINESS 

Nil  

10. NOTICES OF MOTION 

Nil   

11. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

Nil  
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12. RECORDS OF ASSEMBLIES OF COUNCILLORS

12.1 ASSEMBLIES OF COUNCILLORS HELD 

An Assembly of Councillors is defined in section 3 of the Local Government Act 1989 (the 
Act) to include Advisory Committees of Council if at least one Councillor is present or, a 
planned or scheduled meeting attended by at least half of the Councillors and one Council 
Officer that considers matters intended or likely to be the subject of a Council decision. 

Written records of Assemblies of Councillors must be kept and include the names of all 
Councillors and members of Council staff attending, the matters considered, any conflict of 
interest disclosures made by a Councillor attending, and whether a Councillor who has 
disclosed a conflict of interest leaves the assembly. 

Pursuant to section 80A (2) of the Act, these records must be, as soon as practicable, 
reported at an ordinary meeting of the Council and incorporated in the minutes of that 
meeting.   

An Assembly of Councillors record was kept for: 

 Darebin Aboriginal Advisory Committee – 6 September 2017 

 Council Briefing – 25 September 2017 

Recommendation 

That the record of the Assembly of Councillors held on 6 and 25 September 2017 and 
attached as Appendix A to this report, be noted and incorporated in the minutes of this 
meeting. 

Related Documents 

 Local Government Act 1989 

Attachments 

 Assembly of Councillors - 16 October 2017 (Appendix A) 
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13. REPORTS BY MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS  

Recommendation 

 
That Council note the Reports by Mayor and Councillors.      
 

14. CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS CONSIDERED CONFIDENTIAL 

Nil   

15. CLOSE OF MEETING  
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