
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AGENDA 
 
 
Council Meeting to be held 
at Darebin Civic Centre, 
350 High Street Preston 
on Monday, 2 October 2017 
at 6.00 pm. 
 
 
Public question time will  
commence shortly after 6.00 pm.  





ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL 
OWNERS AND ABORIGINAL AND TORRES 

STRAIT ISLANDER COMMUNITIES IN 
DAREBIN 

Darebin City Council acknowledges the Wurundjeri people 

as the traditional owners and custodians of the land we now 

call Darebin and pays respect to their Elders, past, present 

and future. 

Council pays respect to other Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander communities in Darebin.

Council recognises, and pays tribute to, the diverse culture, 

resilience and heritage of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people.

We acknowledge the leadership of Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander communities and the right to self-determination 

in the spirit of mutual understanding and respect.
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Agenda 
 

1. MEMBERSHIP  

Cr. Kim Le Cerf (Mayor) (Chairperson) 

Cr. Steph Amir 

Cr. Gaetano Greco (Deputy Mayor) 

Cr. Tim Laurence 

Cr. Trent McCarthy 

Cr. Lina Messina 

Cr. Susanne Newton 

Cr. Susan Rennie 

Cr. Julie Williams 

2. APOLOGIES  

3. DISCLOSURES OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST  

4. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 

Recommendation 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 18 September 2017 be 
confirmed as a correct record of business transacted. 
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5. QUESTION AND SUBMISSION TIME  

Members of the public can lodge questions for Council to answer or make a Comment or 
Submission prior to a specific item listed on the Agenda of an Ordinary Council meeting. 
 

QUESTIONS 
 

Members of the public can ask up to two (2) questions at an Ordinary Council meeting. 
 

Questions submitted online will be responded to in the first instance. If you are not present at 
the meeting, the Chairperson will read the question and provide a response.  The 
Chairperson may then take questions from members in the gallery.   
 

Any question not answered at the meeting will be taken on notice and a written response will 
be provided to the person asking the question. 
 

In accordance with the Darebin Governance Local Law, the Chairperson may disallow a 
question if it: 

 is defamatory, indecent, abusive, offensive, irrelevant, trivial or objectionable in 
language or substance; or 

 deals with a subject matter already answered; or 

 is aimed at embarrassing a Councillor or an officer. 
 

If you are unable to submit your question prior to the Ordinary Council meeting, the 
Chairperson may take questions from the floor. 
 

SUBMISSIONS OR COMMENTS 
 

Members of the public may make a comment or 2 minute submission on a matter listed on 
the Agenda prior to the item being debated.  
 

A person who is unable to stay at the meeting until the Agenda item is heard, may make their 
comment or submission during Question Time. 
 

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR QUESTION OR MAKE A COMMENT OR SUBMISSION 
 

Members of the public who wish to ask a question, or make a comment or submission to an 
agenda item, at an Ordinary Council meeting are encouraged to do so in one of the following 
ways: 

(a) online at darebin.vic.gov.au/questionsandsubmissions by 3pm on the day of the 
meeting; or  

(b) by email to QandS@darebin.vic.gov.au; by 3pm on the day of the meeting: or 

(c) in person at the Preston Customer Service Centre, 274 Gower Street, Preston; or 

(d) by mail to PO Box 91, Preston 3072; or 

(e) with a Council officer prior to a Council meeting. 
 

Council meetings can be viewed at the Watch Council and Planning Committee meetings 

page. 
 

Agenda’s will be available for viewing on Council’s website at the ‘Meeting Agendas and 

Minutes’ page by 5pm, up to 6 days prior to the date of the meeting.  Copies are also 
available at Customer Service centres and libraries.  

mailto:Q&S@darebin.vic.gov.au
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6. PETITIONS 

 

7. URGENT BUSINESS  
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8. CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS 

8.1 PROPOSED SALE OF COUNCIL LAND ADJOINING REAR 
OF 4 GRANDVIEW ROAD AND 3 GRANGE STREET, 
PRESTON 

 

Author: Property Manager     
 

Reviewed By: Acting Director Operations and Environment 
 

  
 

Report Background 
 
This report provides Council with information regarding the outcome of statutory procedures 
relating to the proposed sale of a parcel of Council land from a previously discontinued road 
at the rear of 4 Grandview Road and 3 Grange Street, Preston as shown hatched on the 
statutory plan in Appendix A (Land). 
 

Previous Council Resolution 
 
At its ordinary meeting held on 3 April 2017 Council resolved: 
 
‘That Council commence the statutory procedures under section 189 of the Local 
Government Act 1989 (“the Act”) to sell the land from the discontinued road adjoining the 
rear of 4 Grandview Road and 3 Grange Street, Preston, shown hatched in Appendix A, 
contained within Certificate of Title Volume 10368 Folio 644 and known as Lot 11 on Title 
Plan TP7638X, to the owner of 4 Grandview Road, Preston in accordance with Council 
policy.’ 

 

Previous Briefing(s) 
 
Councillor Briefing – 28 August 2017 
 

Council Plan Goal/Endorsed Strategy 
 
Goal 6 - A well governed Council 
 

Summary 
 
This report provides the history and background relating to the proposed sale of a parcel of 
Council owned land from a discontinued right-of-way/road at the rear of 4 Grandview Road 
and 3 Grange Street, Preston, shown hatched on the statutory plan (Appendix A) as well as 
the outcome of the statutory procedures into its proposed sale. 

In 2015, Council received an enquiry from an adjoining property owner expressing interest in 
the possible acquisition of the land from the previously discontinued road.The Land is 
contained within Certificate of Title Volume 10368 Folio 644 for which Council is the 
registered proprietor and is known as Lot 11 on Title Plan TP7638X (Appendix B). 
 
At its ordinary meeting on 3 April 2017, Council resolved to commence the statutory 
procedures and give public notice of the proposed sale of Council owned land from the 
discontinued road adjoining the rear of 4 Grandview Road and 3 Grange Street, Preston.  
Public notice of the proposal was given in Preston Leader and Northcote Leader newspapers 
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on 2 and 3 May 2017, respectively.  Notification was also given on Council’s website.  The 
notice period ended on 2 June 2017 with no submissions received.  
 
This report recommends that, following the completion of the statutory procedures relating to 
the proposed sale of Council owned land from the discontinued road and having received no 
submissions, that the land be sold by private treaty to the owner of 4 Grandview Road, 
Preston in accordance with Council Policy. 
 

Recommendation 

 
That Council: 
 

Having given public notice of a proposal to sell the land from the discontinued road adjoining 
the rear of 4 Grandview Road and 3 Grange Street, Preston, shown hatched on Appendix A 
to this report,  and having received no submissions in respect of this proposal under section 
223 of the Local Government Act 1989: 

(1) Directs that the land from the discontinued road be sold by private treaty to the owner 
of 4 Grandview Road, Preston, in accordance with section 189 of the Local 
Government Act 1989, Council policy and signed ‘in principle agreement’; and 

(2) Signs and seals all documents relating to the sale of the land from the discontinued 
road to the owner of 4 Grandview Road, Preston.  

 

 

 

Introduction 
 
In 1992, part of the right-of-way/road bound by Grandview Road, Grange Street, Bruce 
Street and Cramer Street, Preston was discontinued and sold with Council taking title to any 
unsold parcels of land.  Internal departments and external service authorities were consulted 
at the time of discontinuance and easements were saved over the Land in favour of Yarra 
Valley Water and Council. 
 
In 2015, Council received an enquiry from an adjoining property owner at 4 Grandview Road, 
Preston, who is in occupation of the land, expressing interest in the possible acquisition of 
the land from the previously discontinued road.  The land is contained within Certificate of 
Title Volume 10368 Folio 644 for which Council is the registered proprietor and is show as 
Lot 11 on Title Plan TP7638X in Appendix B (Land). 
 
Negotiations commenced with the owners of 4 Grandview Road and 3 Grange Street with a 
view to selling the Land.  The owners of 4 Grandview Road have entered into an ‘in principle 
agreement’ confirming their interest in acquiring the Land, consistent with its current 
use/occupation, in accordance with Council Policy. 
 
Once the initial investigations confirmed the feasibility of the proposed sale, Macquarie 
Lawyers were commissioned to prepare for the statutory procedures to facilitate the sale of 
the Land to the owner of 4 Grandview Road. 
 

Issues and Discussion 
 
Statutory Procedures 
 
Public Notice of the proposed sale of Council Land was given in the Preston Leader and 
Northcote Leader newspapers on 2 and 3 May 2017, respectively.  Notification was also 
given on Council’s website. 
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Owners and occupiers of the adjoining properties were notified in writing and were advised 
that written submissions would be considered by Council as per the provisions of section 223 
of the Local Government Act 1989. 
 
The notice period ended on 2 June 2017 with no submissions received. 
 
Land Allocation 
 
All the immediate adjoining owners were consulted regarding the proposed sale of the Land.  
The owner of 4 Grandview Road, Preston, who is currently in occupation of the Land, has 
confirmed an interest in acquiring the Land at current market value as well as meeting all of 
the reasonable costs associated with Council selling the Land. 
 

Options for Consideration 
 
Option 1 – Abandon the Proposal or Do Nothing 
 
Council could resolve to abandon the proposal, take no action or may make no resolution on 
the matter.  This option would mean that the Land would remain in Council’s ownership and 
the status quo would remain with the adjoining property owner continuing to occupy the 
Land. 
 
As Council is the registered proprietor and holds title to the Land, it is protected from any 
potential claim of adverse possession from the occupier. 
 
Council may at some time in the future, resolve to commence the statutory procedures to sell 
the Land. 
 
Option 2 – Sell the Land (Recommended) 
 
Council could proceed with the sale of the Land from the discontinued road in accordance 
with the ‘in principle’ purchase agreement.  This would be consistent with the statutory 
procedures which have been completed with no submissions received.  Further it would 
formalise the current occupation of the Land. 
 

Financial and Resource Implications 
 
At the commencement of the negotiations with the property owners of 4 Grandview Road, 
Preston, Council’s City Valuer placed a rate per square metre on the land of $484.00/m² 
(including GST).  This rate took into account the Land’s relationship to the purchaser and the 
fact that the Land is encumbered with easements in favour of Council and Yarra Valley 
Water.  
 
Given the area of 43m², the market value for the Land to be sold at that time was assessed 
at $20,812.00 including GST.  Costs associated with the statutory procedures and sale of the 
Land would be recovered from the purchaser. 
 
The Land, once sold, will attract additional Council rates. 
 
Risk Management 
 
Risks associated with each option are covered under the analysis of each option. 
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Policy Implications 
 
Economic Development 
 
There are no factors in this report which impact upon economic development. 
 
Environmental Sustainability 
 
There are no factors in this report which factor on environmental sustainability. 
 
Human Rights, Equity and Inclusion 
 
Consultation with the immediate adjoining owners has been undertaken.  The statutory 
procedures extended this consultation to the whole community by giving public notice of the 
proposal and providing the opportunity to make a formal submission to Council regarding the 
proposal. 
 
Other 
 
This report has been prepared having regard to Council’s Sale of Minor Council Property 
Assets Policy. 
 

Future Actions 

 Arrange for the land to be sold and transferred to the owner of the adjoining property at 
4 Grandview Road, Preston, in accordance with Council policy. 

 

Consultation and Advocacy 

 Macquarie Local Government Lawyers 

 Owners and occupiers of the adjoining properties 

 Community consultation 
 

Related Documents 

 Local Government Act 1989  

 Road Management Act 2004 

 Sale of Minor Council Property Assets Policy, Darebin City Council, 2015 

 Council Minutes – 3 April 2017 
 

Attachments 

 Statutory Plan (Appendix A) ⇩   

 Title Plan TP007638 (Appendix B) ⇩    
 

Disclosure of Interest 
 
Section 80C of the Local Government Act 1989 requires members of Council staff and 
persons engaged under contract to provide advice to Council to disclose any direct or 
indirect interest in a matter to which the advice relates. 
 
The Officer reviewing this report, having made enquiries with relevant members of staff, 
reports that no disclosable interests have been raised in relation to this report. 
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8.2 PROPOSED ROAD DISCONTINUANCE ADJOINING 13 TO 
17 FULHAM GROVE AND 14 AND 16 PERSHING STREET 
AND 52 AND 54 CRISPE STREET, RESERVOIR  

 

Author: Property Manager     
 

Reviewed By: Acting Director Operations and Environment 
 

  
 

Report Background 
 
This report provides Council with information regarding the outcome of statutory procedures 
relating to the proposed discontinuance and sale of the right-of-way adjoining 13 to 17 
Fulham Grove, 14 and 16 Pershing Street and 52 and 54 Crispe Street, Reservoir, shown 
hatched on the statutory plan in Appendix A (Road), and recommends the Road be 
discontinued and sold. 
 

Previous Council Resolution 
 
At its ordinary meeting held on 1 May 2017 Council resolved to: 

‘(1)  Commence the statutory procedures under section 206 and clause 3 of Schedule 10 to 
the Local Government Act 1989 (“the Act”) to discontinue the road adjoining 13 to 17 
Fulham Grove, 14 and 16 Pershing Street and 52 and 54 Crispe Street, Reservoir 
shown hatched on Appendix C. 

 (2)  Give public notice under sections 207A and 82A and 223 of the Act of the proposed 
discontinuance in the appropriate newspapers and on Council’s website and such 
notice state that if discontinued, Council proposes to sell the land from the road to the 
adjoining property owners by private treaty and transfer to itself any land from the road 
not sold to the adjoining property owners.’ 

 

Previous Briefing(s) 
 
28 August 2017 
 

Council Plan Goal/Endorsed Strategy 
 
Goal 6 - A well governed Council 
 

Summary 
 
This report provides the history and background relating to the right-of-way adjoining 13 to 17 
Fulham Grove and 14 and 16 Pershing Street and 52 and 54 Crispe Street, Reservoir, 
shown hatched on the statutory plan in Appendix A and in the aerial photo in Appendix B, 
as well as the outcome of the statutory procedures into its proposed discontinuance. 
 
In 2009, part of the right-of-way/road located at the rear of 3-11 Fulham Grove and 4-14 
Pershing Street was discontinued and sold.  The section of the right-of-way/road adjoining 13 
to 17 Fulham Grove and 14 and 16 Pershing Street and 52 and 54 Crispe Street, Reservoir 
(Road) was not discontinued at that time. 
 
In 2015, Council received an application from an adjoining property owner for the 
discontinuance and sale of the Road.  Initial investigations identified the Road, which is 
contained within Certificate of Title Volume 10368 Folio 644, to be occupied and, whilst not 
listed in Council’s Register of Public Roads, it remained a road on title. 
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At its ordinary meeting of 1 May 2017, Council resolved to commence the statutory 
procedures and give public notice of the proposed discontinuance and sale of the Road.  
Public notice of the proposal was given in Preston Leader and Northcote Leader newspapers 
on 23 and 24 May 2017, respectively.  Notification was also given on Council’s website. The 
notice period ended on 23 June, 2017 with no submissions received. 
 
This report recommends that following the completion of the statutory procedures for the 
proposed discontinuance and sale of the section of Road and having received no 
submissions, that the Road be discontinued and sold by private treaty in accordance with 
Council Policy and transfer any land not sold to itself. 
 
 

Recommendation 

 
That Council: 
 
Having given public notice of a proposal to discontinue the road adjoining 13 to 17 Fulham 
Grove and 14 and 16 Pershing Street and 52 and 54 Crispe Street, Reservoir, shown 
hatched on Appendix A to this report, and having received no submissions in respect of this 
proposal under section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989: 

(1) Discontinues the road in accordance with section 206 and schedule 10, Clause 3 to 
the Local Government Act 1989; 

(2) Directs that a notice be published in the Victoria Government Gazette; 

(3) Directs that the land from the road be sold by private treaty to the owners of the 
adjoining properties in accordance with Council policy and signed ‘ïn principle 
agreements’ and transfer to itself any land from the road not sold to the adjoining 
property owners; 

(4) Directs that the discontinuance and sale will not affect any right, power or interest 
held by Yarra Valley Water, in the road in connection with any sewers, drains or 
pipes, under the control of that Authority in or near the road; 

(5) Signs and seals all documents relating to the sale of any land from the discontinued 
road to the owners of the adjoining properties; and 

(6) Delegates power to the Chief Executive Officer to do all other acts to enable any land 
from the Road not sold to the adjoining property owners to be transferred to Council. 

 

 
 

Introduction 
 
In 2015, Council received an application from an adjoining property owner for the 
discontinuance and sale of the right-of-way/road shown hatched on the statutory plan in 
Appendix A and on the aerial photo in Appendix B (Road). 
 
The section under investigation adjoining 13 to 17 Fulham Grove and 14 and 16 Pershing 
Street and 52 and 54 Crispe Street, Reservoir was not included in the original discontinuance 
undertaken in 2009 and remained a ‘road’ on title.  The Road is not listed on Council’s 
Register of Public Roads, is not constructed or used for access.  The section at the rear of 13 
Fulham Grove and 14 and 16 Pershing Street appears to be occupied by 13 Fulham Grove 
and the remainder of the Road is landlocked.  
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Once the initial investigations confirmed the feasibility of discontinuing and selling the Road, 
Macquarie Lawyers were commissioned to undertake the statutory procedures to facilitate 
the possible discontinuance and sale of the Road. 

 
Issues and Discussion 
 
Statutory Procedures  
 
Public notice of the proposed Road discontinuance and sale was given in the Preston Leader 
and Northcote Leader newspapers on 23 and 24 May 2017, respectively.  Notification was 
also given on Council’s website.  
 
Owners and occupiers of the adjoining properties were notified in writing and were advised 
that written submissions would be considered by Council as per the provisions of section 223 
of the Local Government Act 1989. 
 
Internal departments and service authorities were consulted regarding the proposal and, 
whilst no objections were received, Yarra Valley Water advised that it has a sewer within the 
land and would require an easement to be saved over all of the land if the Road were to be 
discontinued.  Whilst Council currently does not have any assets located within the Road it 
would also require an easement for drainage to be created over any land sold to cater for the 
installation of a drain in the future. 
 
The notice period ended on 23 June 2017.  No submissions were received. 
 
Land Allocation 
 
All of the immediate adjoining owners have been consulted regarding the proposal.  The 
dimensions and proposed allocation/division of the land from the Road are shown in the Title 
Plan TP958331U in Appendix C.  
 
The owners of 13 Fulham Grove and 54 Crispe Street, Reservoir, have entered into an ‘ïn 
principle agreement’ confirming their interest in acquiring the land at current market value as 
well as meeting their share of the reasonable costs associated with Council discontinuing the 
Road.  Following discontinuance, it is proposed that Council would take title to any land from 
the Road that remains unsold. 
 

Options for Consideration 
 
Option 1 – Abandon the Proposal or Do Nothing 
 
Council could resolve to abandon the proposal, take no action or may make no resolution on 
the matter.  This option would mean that the Road would continue to vest in Council and the 
status quo would remain with the adjoining property owners continuing to occupy and use 
parts of the Road. 
 
Council may be perceived as knowingly encouraging and enabling property owners to 
continue to occupy other roads or rights-of-way within Darebin to the detriment of the 
community (whether financially or as a benefiting right).   Additionally Council may lose future 
rights to the Road if adjoining property owners are able to accrue possessory rights. 
 
Council may, at some time in the future, resolve to recommence the discontinuance process.  
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Option 2 – Discontinue and sell the Road (Recommended) 
 
Council could proceed with the discontinuance and sale of the land from the Road in 
accordance with the signed ‘in principle’ purchase agreements.  This would be consistent 
with the statutory procedures which have been completed with no submissions received.  
Further it would formalise the occupation of the Road by the adjoining property owners. 
 
This option could also provide for future sales to other adjoining property owners whilst 
protecting Council’s interest in any unsold parcels of land from the Road.  Nonetheless, by 
taking title to the land Council would be required to comply with further statutory procedures 
should a future sale be considered.  
 

Financial and Resource Implications 
 
At the commencement of the negotiations with the property owners, the City Valuer placed a 
rate per square metre for the land of $407.00/m² (including GST) for the land adjoining 
Fulham Grove and Pershing Street and $704.00/m² (including GST) for the land adjoining 52 
and 54 Crispe Street.  This rate takes into account the Road’s relationship to the purchaser 
and the fact that the land would be encumbered with easements in favour of Council and 
Yarra Valley Water.  
 
Given the area of 51m² for the land to be sold to 13 Fulham Grove and 113m² for the land to 
be sold to 54 Crispe Street, the combined market value for the land to be sold has been 
assessed at $100,309.00 including GST.  Costs associated with the statutory procedures 
and sale of the Road would be recovered from the purchasers.  Any costs associated with 
Council transferring any unsold land to itself would be managed within existing annual 
budget allocations.  
 
Should Council decide not to proceed with either the discontinuance or the sale, then the 
costs associated with conducting process would be funded from existing budget allocations.  
 
The land from the Road, once sold, would attract additional Council rates. 
 

Risk Management 
 
Risks associated with each option are covered under the analysis of each option. 

 
Policy Implications 
 

Economic Development 
 
There are no factors in this report which impact upon economic development. 
 
Environmental Sustainability 
 
There are no factors in this report which factor on environmental sustainability. 
 
Human Rights, Equity and Inclusion 
 
Consultation with the immediate adjoining owners has been undertaken. The statutory 
procedures have extended this to the whole community by giving public notice of the 
proposal and providing the opportunity to anyone to make a formal submission to Council 
regarding the proposal. 
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Other 
 
This report has been prepared having regard to Council’s Sale of Minor Council Property 
Assets Policy. 
 
Future Actions 

 Arrange for a notice to be published in the Victoria Government Gazette. 

 Arrange for the land to be sold and transferred to the owners of the adjoining properties 
by private treaty in accordance with Council policy. 

 Arrange for the balance of land not sold, to be transferred into Council’s ownership.  

 
Consultation and Advocacy 

 Council departments 

 Darebin community 

 Macquarie Local Government Lawyers 

 Owners and occupiers of the adjoining properties 

 Statutory authorities 
 

Related Documents 

 Local Government Act 1989  

 Road Management Act 2004 

 Sale of Minor Council Property Assets Policy, Darebin City Council, 2015 

 Council Minutes – 1 May 2017 
 

Attachments 

 Statutory Plan (Appendix A) ⇩   

 Aerial View (Appendix B) ⇩   

 Title Plan TP958331U (Appendix C) ⇩    
 

 
Disclosure of Interest 
 
Section 80C of the Local Government Act 1989 requires members of Council staff and 
persons engaged under contract to provide advice to Council to disclose any direct or 
indirect interest in a matter to which the advice relates. 
 
The Officer reviewing this report, having made enquiries with relevant members of staff, 
reports that no disclosable interests have been raised in relation to this report. 
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8.3 ASSET MANAGEMENT POLICY REVIEW 
 

Author: Coordinator Asset Systems     

 

Reviewed By: Acting Director Operations and Environment 
 

 
 

Report Background 
 
This report provides the revised Asset Management Policy (Appendix A) for Council’s 
consideration.  The Asset Management Policy has been updated to align it with the new 
Council Plan and Council’s new vision: Greener, Bolder and More Connected. 
 

Previous Council Resolution 
 
At its meeting held on 6 November 2013, Council resolved: 
 
‘That Council Adopt the Asset Management Policy 2013 as attached at Appendix A to this 
report.’ 
 
The Asset Management Policy contained a policy review section which noted that the policy 
would be reviewed every four years following the Council Plan preparation process. 
 

Previous Briefing(s) 
 
13 September 2017 
 

Council Plan Goal/Endorsed Strategy 
 
This report relates to Council’s new vision: Greener, Bolder and More Connected.  
 

Summary 
 
The Darebin City Council owns and maintains assets such as roads, footpaths, buildings, 
drains, open space, libraries, recreational centres, plant and equipment to support service 
provision to the community it serves. 
 
“Asset management” is a systematic process to guide the planning, acquisition, operation 
and maintenance, renewal and disposal of assets. Its objective is to maximise asset service 
delivery potential and manage related risks and costs over their entire lives. 
 
The Asset Management Policy applies to the creation, acquisition, operation, use, 
maintenance, renewal and disposal of all Council assets.  The policy applies to Council-
owned physical assets and to physical assets which Council does not own but has direct 
responsibility for or control over (such as Bundoora Park). 
 
The policy has been reviewed in accordance with the review timeframes built into the 2013 
policy.  The draft policy presented with this report has been reviewed to prepare a 
streamlined document that aligns with the new Council Plan. 
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Recommendation 

That: 

(1) Council adopts the Asset Management Policy 2017 attached as Appendix A to this 
report. 

(2) The Asset Management Policy 2017 be made available on Darebin’s website. 
 

 

 

Introduction 
 
This report provides the revised Asset Management Policy for Council’s consideration. The 
Asset Management Policy has been updated to align it with the new Council Plan and 
Council’s new vision: Greener, Bolder and More Connected. 
 
The long-lived nature of many assets and the need for their ongoing renewal means that 
planning must be based on an understanding of the full costs throughout each asset’s 
lifecycle, and address both short and long-term planning needs. 
 
The purpose of the Policy is to guide sustainable management of Council’s assets to meet 
current and future community needs.  Well maintained municipal infrastructure (such as 
roads, footpath and street trees) play an important role in forming the look and feel of an area 
and the policy recognises the impact that Council’s assets have on the wellbeing of the 
community. 
 

Issues and Discussion 
 
Asset Management Policy Guidelines 
 
Several publications exist to guide an organisation with respect to asset management 
including the International Infrastructure Management Manual (IIMM), ISO 55001 and the 
Victorian Government’s Better Practice Guide for Asset Management.  Each of these 
documents provides specific guidance on what an asset management policy should contain. 
 
The IIMM, produced by the Institute of Public Works Engineers Australia (IPWEA) instructs 
that an asset management policy is a high level statement setting out an organisation’s 
approach to asset management detailing expectations with respect to outcomes and 
providing direction for the development of asset management strategies and objectives. 
 
The IIMM notes that a good asset management policy will: 

 Set out the principles which guide how asset management will be implemented to 
achieve the asset management objectives; 

 State how top management will provide commitment to the achievement of policy 
objectives; 

 Be consistent with the organisation’s strategic plans, objectives and policies; 

 Be written in clear, concise, simple language; 

 Be appropriate to the purpose, scale and complexity of the organisation; 

 Provide a consistent, logical framework for action;  

 Be communicated to, accepted by, and available to stakeholders and staff with 
responsibility for implementation; 
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 Meet current regulations, laws and best practices; 

 Include a commitment to abide by the principles in pursuing achievement of the asset 
management objectives; 

 Include a commitment to continual improvement of the asset management system; and 

 Be subject to regular review. 
 
The IIMM notes that some organisations prefer a one page asset management policy and 
others prefer a more detailed policy that includes more information and that either approach 
is acceptable as long as they aim to meet the points listed above. 
 
The international standard for asset management (ISO 55001:2014) requires that an asset 
management policy be established that: 

 Is appropriate to the purpose of the organisation; 

 Provides a framework for setting asset management objectives; 

 Includes a commitment to satisfy applicable requirements; and 

 Includes a commitment to continual improvement of the asset management system. 
 
The standard further states that an asset management policy shall be; 

 Consistent with the organisational plan; 

 Consistent with other relevant organisational policies; 

 Appropriate to the nature and scale of the organisation’s asset and operations; 

 Available as documented information; 

 Communicated within the organisation; 

 Available to stakeholders, as appropriate; and 

 Implemented and periodically reviewed and, if required, updated. 
 
In 2015, the Victorian state government produced a ‘Better Practice Guide’ for local 
government asset management to provide currency to previously released guidance 
materials for asset management and to reflect improved practices and tools that are 
available.  The better practice guide states that the key to effective asset management is the 
preparation of a high quality asset management policy and strategy, supported by Asset 
Management Plans that focus on value for money and support councils in engaging with 
communities to find a balance between service levels, risk and cost.  The better practice 
guide identifies the following contents of an asset management policy: 

 Establishes the goals and objectives for asset management providing a platform for 
service delivery. 

 Integrates long term asset and financial management with Council’s strategic 
objectives. 

 Maximises value for money by adoption of life-cycle costing, combined with disciplined 
performance measurement. 

 Assigns accountability and responsibility for service delivery together with asset 
management. 

 Promotes sustainability to protect the needs of future generations. 
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National Asset Management Assessment Framework 
 
The Municipal Association of Victoria (MAV) Step Program was established in 2003 to assist 
Victorian councils to improve their asset management capabilities, step by step.  Since 2010, 
this program has utilised the National Asset Management Assessment Framework (NAMAF) 
to assess councils’ asset management maturity.  The NAMAF was based on the Local 
Government Financial Sustainability Nationally Consistent Frameworks established in 2009 
by the Local Government Planning Ministers Council, to assist local government to better 
understand and plan for managing community infrastructure and the associated long term 
financial commitments. 
 
The NAMAF consists of a series of questions for 11 key asset management elements 
ranging from knowledge, systems and processes from operational to strategic level, enabling 
a council to assess and score its own level of asset management maturity.  The section on 
“Asset Management Policy” asks the following questions: 

 Council has an adopted Asset Management Policy which defines the Council’s vision 
and service delivery objectives for asset management. 

 The Asset Management Policy has a direct linkage with Council’s Strategic Longer 
Term Plan and Long Term Financial Plan. 

 The Asset Management Policy requires the adoption of Asset Management Plans 
informed by community consultation and local government financial reporting 
frameworks. 

 The Asset Management Policy defines asset management roles, responsibilities and 
reporting framework. 

 The Asset Management Policy identifies a process for meeting training needs in 
financial and asset management practices for Councillors and staff. 

 
Council currently scores 100% on the questions for Asset Management Policy and the 
revised policy is expected to maintain this level of achievement. 
 
Policy Review 
 
The 2013 Asset Management Policy has been reviewed following the adoption of the new 
Council Plan.  The 2013 policy was considered to be a lengthy document and the review 
focused on simplifying the document and Council’s asset management policies.  This has 
resulted in a reduction of document length from fifteen pages to six pages. 
 
The policy review included an analysis of published asset management policies from 
Victorian and interstate municipalities for both form and content.  It was found that the asset 
management policies had many common policy statements and, in terms of form, the main 
variations were in how each Council chose to present/format their policies – some were 
longer, some were shorter but Darebin’s at fifteen pages would have been one of the longest 
produced. 
 
Major changes from the 2013 to the 2017 Asset Management Policy include: 

 Condensing Policy Principles and Key Policy Statements. 

 Removal of the Glossary. 

 Simplification of Roles and Responsibilities. 
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Options for Consideration 
 
Option 1 – Do Nothing 
 
Council could resolve to not adopt the reviewed policy or take no action to make a resolution 
in relation to this report. 
 
In the absence of a reviewed policy being adopted by Council, it is assumed that Council 
would generally continue under the direction of the 2013 policy.  The 2013 policy is lengthy, 
but the content of the policy is sound and is still relevant in 2017. 
 
Council may lose score in the National Asset Management Assessment Framework if the 
policy is not reviewed according to the timeframes set in the policy. 
 
Option 2 – Adopt the Policy 
 
Council could resolve to adopt the policy review that is presented at Appendix A of this 
report. 
 

Financial and Resource Implications 
 
Nil 
 

Risk Management 
 
Good asset management practice is synonymous with good risk management.  The adoption 
of an asset management policy to guide asset management activities throughout the 
organisation is noted in both the International Infrastructure Management Manual (produced 
by IPWEA) and the National Asset Management Assessment Framework (auspiced by MAV) 
as evidence of good asset management practice. 
 
The policy contains a statement that Council will: 

 Understand and manage risk associated with owning and operating assets. 
 

Policy Implications 
 

Economic Development 
 
There are no economic development issues associated with the content of this report. 
 
Environmental Sustainability 
 
In this time of climate emergency, officers are expected to have regard to the environment 
when making decisions on asset acquisition, modifications and disposals with a view to 
providing superior environmental outcomes, reducing waste, reducing resources and 
reducing carbon emissions.  Council’s service managers have a responsibility to keep 
themselves well informed of the technological, climate and demographic changes within their 
areas of service. 
 
The policy contains a statement that Council will: 

 Develop and implement environmentally sustainable asset management practices. 
 
Human Rights, Equity and Inclusion 
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The draft Asset Management Policy 2017 has been assessed using the Equity and Inclusion 
Policy Assessment Tool (EIPAT). 
 
The policy contains statements that Council will: 

 Provide equal access to Council’s assets as a basic right for all residents. 

 Ensure human rights principles and evidence are taken in account in decision making. 

 Renew the assets required for service delivery and provide for new assets to meet 
changing and growing community needs. 

 Involve the community in decisions about setting levels of service for assets. 
 
Other 
 

Nil 
 

Future Actions 

 Publication of the Asset Management Policy on Council’s website. 

 Internal distribution and education about the revised Asset Management Policy. 

 Policy review to come to Council in 2021/2022, following the production of the next 
Council Plan. 

 

Consultation and Advocacy 

 The draft Asset Management Policy 2017 has been assessed using the Equity and 
Inclusion Policy Assessment Tool (EIPAT). 

 Asset Management Steering Committee. 
 

Related Documents 

 Asset Management Policy (2013), Darebin City Council 

 International Infrastructure Management Manual (2015), Institute of Public Works 
Engineering Australia (IPWEA) 

 ISO 55001:2014(E), Asset management – Management systems – Requirements 
(2014) ISO 

 Local Government Asset Management Better Practice Guide (2015), Local 
Government Victoria, Victorian Government 

 National Asset Management Assessment Framework (2017), Municipal Association of 
Victoria/CT Management Group 

 Council Minutes – 6 November 2013 
 

Attachments 

 Asset Management Policy 2017 (Appendix A) ⇩    
 

Disclosure of Interest 
 
Section 80C of the Local Government Act 1989 requires members of Council staff and 
persons engaged under contract to provide advice to Council to disclose any direct or 
indirect interest in a matter to which the advice relates. 
 
The Officer reviewing this report, having made enquiries with relevant members of staff, 
reports that no disclosable interests have been raised in relation to this report. 
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8.4 WASTE AND LITTER STRATEGY ACTION PLAN 
 

Author: Manager Environment and Community Outcomes     

 

Reviewed By: Director Operations and Environment  
 

  
 

Report Background 
 
The report seeks endorsement of the attached Darebin Waste and Litter Strategy Action Plan 
2017 – 2020 (Appendix A) which prioritises actions from the Darebin Waste and Litter 
Strategy 2015 – 2025. It also provides information on the upcoming food waste trial. 
 

Previous Council Resolution 
 
At its meeting held on 6 July 2016, Council resolved: 
 
‘That Council adopt the Darebin Waste and Litter Strategy 2015-2025 attached as Appendix 
A to this report.’ 
 
At its meeting held on 19 June 2016, Council resolved: 
 
‘That Council 

(1) Approves a food waste collection trial commencing by November 2017 to inform the 
development of the final food waste collection model. 

(2) Receives a briefing on the proposed trial prior to its introduction to the community.’ 
 

Previous Briefing(s) 
 
Councillor Briefing – 13 September 2017 
 

Council Plan Goal/Endorsed Strategy 

 Goal 1 - A sustainable city 

 Darebin Waste and Litter Strategy 2015 – 2025 
 

Summary 
 
The attached Darebin Waste and Litter Strategy Action Plan 2017 – 2020 (Appendix A) 
prioritises actions from the Darebin Waste and Litter Strategy 2015 – 2025.  A key initiative in 
the Strategy is tackling issues around food waste and a food waste trial is taking place from 
November 2017. This will inform further Council action to reduce food waste from landfill. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council: 

(1) Endorses the Waste and Litter Strategy Action Plan attached as Appendix A to this 
report. 

(2) Receives a report following results of the food waste trial in June 2018. 
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Introduction 
 
On 6 July 2015 Council adopted the Darebin Waste and Litter Strategy 2015 – 2025 (the 
Strategy) The attached draft Action Plan (Appendix A) has been developed to prioritise 
Council waste and litter actions during 2017 to 2020.   
 
The vision adopted by Council in the strategy is that: 
 
“Darebin will be a cleaner, more liveable and healthier place to live, with reduced litter and 
waste. Our Council and community will work together to achieve this vision”. 
 
The following waste and litter services are guided by the Strategy and Action Plan: 

 Weekly garbage service and fortnightly recycling and green recycling collections. 

 Annual area hard waste collection; booked hard waste collections, annual booked 
branch collection, Christmas tree collection and annual household chemical drop off. 

 Darebin Resource Recovery Centre which provides transfer and recycling services 
available to all residents and businesses as well as regional customers. 

 Waste and litter education including: provision of forums, compost and worm farms, 
recycling stations at customer service centres, advice and information, Sustainable 
Homes workshops, recycling calendar, website, newsletter, community grants and 
support for community activities. 

 Dumped rubbish response and street and park litter collection. 

 Street cleansing. 

 Litter and building site compliance and enforcement. 

 Litter trap, drainage pit and pipe cleaning. 
 
A key initiative in the Strategy is tackling issues around food waste and at the Council 
meeting on 19 June, 2017 Council approved a food waste collection trial which is being 
commenced in November 2017 in 1,000 households in the Kingsbury area. 
 

Issues and Discussion 
 
The majority of actions indentified in the waste strategy are ongoing actions and highlight the 
breadth of waste and litter services, education provided to the community and advocacy. 
In line with the strategy there are three key action areas: 

 Council leadership – 25 actions 

 Waste and recycling services – 60 actions 

 Litter and dumped rubbish – 58 actions 
 
Key proposed time dependent initiatives include: 
 
2017- 2018 

 Development of the Single Use Plastic Elimination Action Plan 

 Food waste trial 

 Review of Schools waste and recycling policy 

 Commencement of recycling contract review 

 Public Place recycling implementation 
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 Climate Emergency Review of Waste Services 

 Streamlining the large bin permit system 
 
2018 - 2019 

 Review hard waste service  

 Develop a municipality wide litter and dumped rubbish reduction campaign 

 Commence implementation of food waste trial outcomes 

 Develop Multi Unit Development waste policy and guidelines 

 Implement E-waste ban actions 

 Undertake full audit of household waste 

 Commence Darebin Resource Recovery Centre contract review 

 Commence planning for hydrogen truck trial 
 
2019 - 2020 

 Consider full implementation of weekly organic waste service 

 Commence 5 year review of the Darebin Waste and Litter Strategy 2015 – 2025 

 Develop action plan for 2021 – 2025 

 Commence regional landfill waste disposal contract tender preparations 
 
Action and outcomes will be reported to Council annually. 
 
Food Waste trial 
 
Food waste is a significant component of residential waste to landfill estimated at 38% of our 
waste disposed to landfill. Diverting this to be composted through our green waste contract is 
a much better environmental outcome.  The food waste trial will involve existing green waste 
recycling bin users being able to put food waste in their green waste recycling bin along with 
their garden waste, collected fortnightly.  An area of 1,000 green waste recycling bin using 
households in Kingsbury has been chosen. The trial will take place over 6 months from 27 
November 2017 to 25 May 2018.   
 
Following the trial Council is required to notify Veolia (green waste recycling contractor) on 
whether the service will be taken up across Darebin.  
 
All food cooked and uncooked will be able to be included in the green waste recycling bin in 
the trial area. The only exclusion is that liquids (such as cooking oils) are not acceptable.  
Plastic including biodegradable plastic is not acceptable and if residents want to wrap food 
scraps they will be asked to do that in one or 2 sheets of paper.  
 
It is acknowleged that education on food waste avoidance and home composting are 
strategically important components of any food waste service. These will be highlighted 
during the trial and will continue to remain an important aspect of Council’s education and 
engagement work. 
 

Options for Consideration 
 
Following the food waste trial Council will have the option to offer the food waste collection 
service to all green waste recycling bin users.  This is currently an optional service. 
 



COUNCIL MEETING 2 OCTOBER 2017 

 

Item 8.4 Page 35 

Long term to ensure the highest diversion of food waste from landfill and sustainable 
collection costs it would be recommended to consider a shift from weekly garbage collection 
and fortnightly organics (food and green waste) collection to a  fortnightly garbage collection 
and weekly organics collection.  This shift would require significant consultation, education 
planning and resourcing and the fortnightly “food into green” system could be considered as 
a transition  to this model.  
 

Financial and Resource Implications 
 
Combined waste disposal, resource recovery and litter and dumping management services 
cost the Darebin community over $15 million per year.   The majority of actions proposed 
within this strategy will be undertaken within existing Council budgets.  Actions which may 
require additional resources are highlighted in the action plan and will be considered as part 
of annual budget considerations. 
 
In the 2017/2018 budget additional funds of $268,000 were included for recycling bin 
installation in public places to increase public place recycling within the municipality 
 
If Council decides to collect food waste in all green waste recycling bins following the trial, 
this will attract a small additional contract cost per tonne equating to an additional yearly cost 
in the order of $30,000.  This would be expected to be offset by reduced costs in landfill 
disposal, however an average increase of 5% food waste would be needed to be recovered 
through the  green waste recycling bins is needed to offset these costs.  Initial indications 
from other councils is that similar trials have achieved 1.5% food waste.   
 

Risk Management 
 
Individual risk assessments will be undertaken for actions where required. 
 

Policy Implications 
 

Economic Development 
 
There are no factors in this report which impact upon economic development. 
 
Environmental Sustainability 
 
The primary environmental drivers behind the Darebin Waste and Litter Strategy  
2015 – 2025 are waste, resource and litter minimisation.  Reducing and recycling waste also 
has impacts on greenhouse emissions both upstream and downstream.  For example 
recycling a single aluminium drink-can could save the same amount of electricity as a 
television uses in 3 hours.  Litter and dumping degrade our environment, threaten 
biodiversity and contribute to poor waterway health.   In line with the Climate Emergency 
Plan a review of Waste Services will be undertaken as part of the organisational review. 
 
Human Rights, Equity and Inclusion 
 
Access to waste services is an issue across our community and can become a health issue if 
adequate standards are not provided or enforced.  Litter and dumping degrade the quality of 
the environment and are linked to other antisocial behaviours which can affect community 
wellbeing. 
 
Actions proposed through the strategy consider our diverse community’s needs in relation to 
use, information, engagement and education around waste and litter issues.  The strategy 
development has specifically considered CALD communities and people with disabilities.   
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An Equity and Inclusion Assessment guided the development of the Strategy and Action 
Plan.   
 
Other 
 
The Council Plan provides a commitment to reduce waste to landfill by 1kg per person year-
on-year, while maintaining community satisfaction with waste services above 80%. 
 

Future Actions 

 The food waste trial is planned to run 27 November 2015 to 25 May 2018. 

 Council briefing in April providing mid trial results. 

 Action and outcomes will be reported to Council annually. 

 A review of the Strategy will take place 2020 and a further Action plan will be 
developed following this review. 

 

Consultation and Advocacy 

 Metropolitan Waste and Resource Recovery Group (MWRRG) and Veolia 

 Extensive public consultation informed the Darebin Waste and Litter Strategy  
2015 – 2025 prior to its adoption including consultation across a wide range of 
community organisations, committees, advisory groups and the general community.  

 Council departments with delivery responsibilities in the action plan. 
 

Related Documents 

 Darebin Waste and Litter Strategy 2015 – 2025 

 Council Minutes – 19 June 2016 and 6 July 2016 
 

Attachments 

 Waste and Litter Strategy Action Plan (Appendix A) ⇩    
 

Disclosure of Interest 
 
Section 80C of the Local Government Act 1989 requires members of Council staff and 
persons engaged under contract to provide advice to Council to disclose any direct or 
indirect interest in a matter to which the advice relates. 
 
The Officer reviewing this report, having made enquiries with relevant members of staff, 
reports that no disclosable interests have been raised in relation to this report. 
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8.5 NORTH EAST LINK SUBMISSION 
 

Author: Transport Planner     
 

Reviewed By: Director Civic Governance and Compliance  

 

  
 

Report Background 
 
This report is in response to the invitiation from the North East Link Authority (NELA) to 
provide a submission to the North East Link project. 
 

Previous Council Resolution 
 
This matter is not the subject of a previous Council resolution. 
 

Previous Briefing(s) 
 
NELA provided a briefing to Council on the 28 August 2017 
 

Council Plan Goal/Endorsed Strategy 
 
Goal 1 - A sustainable city 
 
Darebin Transport Strategy 
 

Summary 
 
North East Link is proposed to be a new freeway aiming to connect Melbourne's freeway 
network between the M80 Ring Road at Greensborough and the Eastern Freeway or 
EastLink. 
 
The NELA is preparing a business case and undertaking community engagement to examine 
the opportunities and challenges of the project which will result in a preferred corridor for 
North East Link. 
 
The NELA has organised information sessions inviting community to comment on different 
aspects of the project including corridor options; findings and data collection; and other 
problems community would like the North East Link to solve. In addition, NELA briefed 
Darebin Council on the project and offered Council the opportunity to provide an initial 
submission for their consideration. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council:  

(1) Endorses the recommended submission contained in this report. 

(2) Writes to the North East Link Authority (NELA) providing them with the submission for 
their consideration. 
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Issues and Discussion 

 The North East Link Authority (NELA) released a technical summary in August 2017 
which provides details about the road project and the four different corridor options. 

 The NELA is inviting community to provide comments on different aspects of the 
project including corridor options; findings and data collection; and other problems 
community would like the North East Link to solve 

 The North East Link project was identified as a medium term priority project in the 
Northern Horizons 50-year Infrastructure Strategy 2016 which provided a 
comprehensive analysis of the infrastructure needs of Melbourne’s Northern region. 

 NELA oversees the delivery of the North East Link project. They are responsible for all 
aspects of the project including developing the business case, stakeholder and 
community engagement and procurement.  

 The North East Link will be constructed as a freeway standard road connection 
between the M80 Ring Road and the Eastern Freeway or EastLink. 

 The connection is planned between the Metropolitan Ring Road at Greensborough to 
either the Eastern Freeway at Bulleen Road, or EastLink at either Ringwood or further 
afield. Four route options have been proposed, as shown in Figure 1 below.  

 

 
 

Figure 1: Proposed North East Link Corridor options 

 Option A (Figure 2) appears to offer the greatest benefit to Darebin in terms of 
reduction of traffic volumes, particularly on Plenty Rd.  

 This option also provides the most opportunity to improve existing and new walking, 
cycling and public transport improvements in the northern region including connections 
to the La Trobe University. 

 Option A offers opportunities to protect areas of high ecological value, sensitive 
landscapes and areas with cultural heritage and historical significance, particularly the 
Banyule Flats and the Yarra River through tunnelling, but will potentially involve some 
environmental impacts associated with surface works in other areas. 
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Figure 2: Option A - Proposed North East Link Corridor  

 The project is expected to take around ten years to complete. Planning approvals and 
procurement is expected to take place in 2018. 

 The estimated cost of the project is expected to be up to $10 billion. 

 Based on the presentation provided by NELA to Darebin Council and a review of the 
technical documents currently available, Darebin has prepared a submission to NELA 
outlining our preliminary input for consideration. 

 Further information can be found at: www.northeastlink.vic.gov.au/ 

 
Recommended Submission 
 
Background and general comments: 

 In 2013 Melbourne North’s eight municipalities, together with Northern Melbourne RDA 
Committee, La Trobe University and NORTH Link, came together to consider the 
current and future infrastructure challenges created by the rapid growth in the area. 
The result of this collaborative work was the Northern Horizons – 50 Year Infrastructure 
Strategy for Melbourne’s North report. 

 The Northern Horizons report acknowledged and prioritised the North East Link as a 
key regional corridor missing in the freeway system in Melbourne, with the potential to 
improve access to employment, to industrial areas and the productive food areas of the 
south east of Victoria. In Northern Horizons report, North East Link was identified as 
medium term priority (2022-2033)  

 The Northern Horizons report also prioritises in the short and medium term the need for 
more public transport and active transport infrastructure within the northern area by 
increasing frequency, reliability and safety. This includes short term priority projects 
such as dedicated trams and buses lanes; implementation of the Northern Regional 
Trail Strategy; and increase service frequencies the Clifton Hill Rail Group (South 
Morang and Hurstbridge lines). In the medium term, the Northern Horizons prioritises 
the implementation of the Clifton Hill-Southern Cross rail tunnel described in the Rail 
Network Development Plan-stage 3; extensions to the tram network, upgrades to the 
bus network, among others. 
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 The North East Link Authority (NELA) Technical Summary 2017 highlights three main 
rationale for the project: reducing congestion on the local network; improving freight 
movement and efficiencies, and enhancing access to jobs and business opportunities. 
However, NELA’s report is missing in provide more details on improved public transport 
operation. 

 
Having had an opportunity to have the NELA present to Council and subsequently review the 
report (North East Link Technical Summary 2017), the key aspects of the North East Link 
proposals that Darebin Council would like to make a submission on are: 

 Given the planned investment in the La Trobe cluster, Council submits that one of the 
key priorities for this project should be to provide a high quality direct connection with 
La Trobe University, benefiting both the university and the broader Employment 
Cluster. Option A appears to be the corridor option that best aligns with the strategic 
objectives from the Northern Horizons Report, and provides access to the La Trobe 
Cluster and the Northland Urban Renewal Precinct (NURP).  

However, this option proposes that the closest interchange to the university be located 
at Greensborough Rd and Lower Plenty Rd. Council is concerned that none of the 
proposed interchanges in option A appear to connect directly with La Trobe University 
or the northern parts of the employment cluster.  Saying this, Council understands and 
supports La Trobe University proposals to change the function of Kingsbury Drive as 
part of their Masterplan, reducing the speed limit to 40km/h and creating a boulevard, 
and providing safe and convenient pedestrian access across Kingsbury Drive. 

 Darebin calls for the option that provides the greatest benefit to the La Trobe National 
Employment Cluster, hence to the Northland Urban Renewal Precinct, and 
acknowledging that Darebin is not seeking to attract a greater reliance on private 
vehicle trips to the Northland Urban Renewal Precinct, posits that this benefit is likely to 
be realised through public transport outcomes in the region.  

 Option A appears to offer the greatest benefit to Darebin in terms of reduction of traffic 
volumes, particularly on Plenty Rd however these benefits will not be realised unless 
physical changes to these roads are implemented as part of the North East Link. What 
measures or projects to improve public and active transport are proposed to be 
implemented to ensure the realisation of benefits achieved by lower traffic volumes? 
For instance, with traffic reductions on Plenty Road, how can improved tram service 
levels be secured in the long term, can the significant pedestrian movement to the 
University precinct be given greater priority, and can the Strategic Cycling Corridor 
along Plenty Road be provided with a higher level of service to enable safe movement 
between the university and the north east. Similarly, is there an opportunity to 
dramatically improve the priority for public transport services along Bell Street and 
Murray Road?  

 While Council is supportive of the improvements at the Doncaster terminus, and any 
potential for greater priority to the Eastern Freeway bus. Council is seeking to 
understand what other public transport improvements (rail, tram and bus) have been 
identified in association with the project. This includes any possible extension of the 
tram to South Morang or the route 11 tram to Reservoir, significantly improved orbital 
and regional public transport, and linkages between the La Trobe cluster, the CBD and 
the south east of Melbourne.  We believe that these projects need to be considered 
and implemented as part of this project to ensure that an overall improvement to 
transport conditions for the northern region is achieved. 

 Following the construction of the North East Link, what consideration has been given to 
extending the current truck bans on Rosanna Road and other parallel routes to 
additional roads, particularly in light of the increased truck traffic that has resulted from 
these bans on Darebin’s roads? 
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 The current report does not include information on how the extra traffic generated 
through this project will be accommodated on the Eastern Freeway, Council seeks to 
better understand this, and what regional impacts and benefits will be associated with 
this. In particular, if significant improvements to public transport can be made to offset 
this additional demand.  

 Council is concerned about possible impacts on Darebin roads during the years of 
construction. The report partially addresses this concern in terms of estimating the 
number of construction vehicles each of the options is likely to generate. However, 
more information would be required about the construction material disposal sites and 
the likely routes that will be used during construction and at different stages of the 
project, and how impact for our local communities would be managed. 

 This project in all phases of delivery and realisation should continue to consider the 
Transport Integration Act in terms of achieving positive social, economic and 
environmental outcomes. 

 

Financial and Resource Implications 

 No financial or resource implication has been identified at this stage. 
 

Risk Management 

 No risk implication has been identified at this stage. 
 

Policy Implications 
 

Economic Development 

 The North East Link has the potential to enhance access to jobs on the north and the 
south and to connect the Monash and La Trobe Clusters. 

 The project offers an opportunity to take some of the freight traffic off Darebin’s local 
road network and increasing freight movement efficiency. 

 
Environmental Sustainability 

 The project appears to redirect some of the north-south thru traffic away from Darebin’s 
local network which is likely to see a reduction in traffic pollution caused by congestion. 

 
Human Rights, Equity and Inclusion 

 There are no factors in this report which impact on human rights, equity and inclusion 
at this stage. 

 
Other 

 There are no other factors which impact on this report at this stage. 
 

Future Actions 

 Write to the North East Link Authority (NELA) providing them with the submission for 
their consideration. 

 

Consultation and Advocacy 

 Transport Planner 

 Team Leader Transport Strategy 

 Manager Transport Management and Public Places 
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Related Documents 

 Northern Horizons 50-year Infrastructure Strategy 2016 
 

Attachments 

 North East Link Technical-Summary August 2017 (Appendix A) ⇩   

 Northern Horizons Summary Report 2016 (Appendix B) ⇩    
 

Disclosure of Interest 
 
Section 80C of the Local Government Act 1989 requires members of Council staff and 
persons engaged under contract to provide advice to Council to disclose any direct or 
indirect interest in a matter to which the advice relates. 
 
The Officer reviewing this report, having made enquiries with relevant members of staff, 
reports that no disclosable interests have been raised in relation to this report. 
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9. CONSIDERATION OF RESPONSES TO PETITIONS, NOTICES OF 
MOTION AND GENERAL BUSINESS 

Nil  
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10. NOTICES OF MOTION 

10.1 BUDGET SUBMISSION TO EXTEND TRAM ROUTE 11 
 

Councillor: Gaetano GRECO     
 

NoM No.: 338 

  

 
 

Take notice that at the Council Meeting to be held on 2 October 2017, it is my intention to 
move: 
 
That Council: 

(1) Prepares a comprehensive budget submission in time for the next state government 
budget process on extending Tram Route 11.  

(2) Endorse the submission prior to it being presented to the State government. 
 
 

Notice Received: 19 September 2017 
 
Notice Given to Councillors 25 September 2017 
 
Date of Meeting: 2 October 2017 
    



COUNCIL MEETING 2 OCTOBER 2017 

 

Item 11.1 Page 171 

11. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

11.1 HEARING OF SUBMISSIONS COMMITTEE 
 

  

 
 

The Hearing of Submissions Committee is an Special Committee appointed, pursuant to 
section 86 of the Local Government Act 1989 (the Act), appointed by Council to hear and 
report to Council on submission received by Council in accordance with section 223 of the 
Act.  
 
A meeting of the Hearing of Submissions Committee was held on 15 June 2017. The 
minutes of the meeting, have been circulated to Councillors and are available to the public. 
 

Recommendation 

That the minutes of the Hearing of Submissions Committee meeting held on 15 June 2017 
be confirmed as a correct record of business transacted. 
 

 
 

Related Documents 

 Hearing of Submissions Committee minutes – 15 June 2017 
 

Attachments 
Nil 
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12. RECORDS OF ASSEMBLIES OF COUNCILLORS 

12.1 ASSEMBLIES OF COUNCILLORS HELD 
  

 
 

An Assembly of Councillors is defined in section 3 of the Local Government Act 1989 (the 
Act) to include Advisory Committees of Council if at least one Councillor is present or, a 
planned or scheduled meeting attended by at least half of the Councillors and one Council 
Officer that considers matters intended or likely to be the subject of a Council decision. 
 
Written records of Assemblies of Councillors must be kept and include the names of all 
Councillors and members of Council staff attending, the matters considered, any conflict of 
interest disclosures made by a Councillor attending, and whether a Councillor who has 
disclosed a conflict of interest leaves the assembly. 
 
Pursuant to section 80A (2) of the Act, these records must be, as soon as practicable, 
reported at an ordinary meeting of the Council and incorporated in the minutes of that 
meeting.   
 
An Assembly of Councillors record was kept for:  

 13 September 2017 
 

Recommendation 

That the record of the Assembly of Councillors held on 13 September 2017 and attached as 
Appendix A to this report, be noted and incorporated in the minutes of this meeting. 
 

 
 

Related Documents 

 Local Government Act 1989 

 
Attachments 

 Assembly of Councillors - 2 October 2017 (Appendix A) ⇩    
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13. REPORTS BY MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS  

Recommendation 

 
That Council note the Reports by Mayor and Councillors.      
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14. CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS CONSIDERED CONFIDENTIAL 

The Chief Executive Officer, pursuant to section 77(2)(c) of the Local Government Act 1989 
(the Act), has designated the following items to be confidential: 
 

14.1 Refurbishment and Extension to WH Robinson Reserve Pavillion (CT201781) 
 
This item is designated confidential because it is a contractual matter pursuant to section 
89(2)(d) of the Act. 

 
 
CLOSE OF MEETING 
 

Recommendation 

 
That in accordance with section 89(2) of the Local Government Act 1989, Council resolves to 
close the meeting to members of the public to consider the items designated confidential by 
the Chief Executive Officer.  
 
 

RE-OPENING OF MEETING 
 

Recommendation 

 
That the meeting be re-opened to the members of the public. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

 

14.1 REFURBISHMENT AND EXTENSION TO WH ROBINSON RESERVE PAVILLION (CT201781) 
 

Recommendation 
 

 

    
 

15. CLOSE OF MEETING  
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