
AUTUMN 2022

Community Award 
winners
Pages 6-7 

Message from  
the Mayor
Page 3

Protecting 
Preston Market 
Pages 4-5

Children from Preston’s 
Wonder World Child Care 

and Kindergarten enjoy the 
Preston Market.



CR EMILY DIMITRIADIS
South East Ward

M:	0437 918 708
E:	 Emily.Dimitriadis
	 @darebin.vic.gov.au

2

CR SUSANNE NEWTON
West Ward

M:	0419 764 245
E:	 Susanne.Newton
	 @darebin.vic.gov.au

CR JULIE WILLIAMS
North Central Ward

M:	0419 750 152
E:	 Julie.Williams
	 @darebin.vic.gov.au

CR GAETANO GRECO
North West Ward

M:	0419 750 214
E:	 Gaetano.Greco
	 @darebin.vic.gov.au

CR TIM LAURENCE
North East Ward

M:	0419 750 234
E:	 Tim.Laurence
	 @darebin.vic.gov.au

CR TOM HANNAN
South Ward

M:	0437 917 078
E:	 Tom.Hannan
	 @darebin.vic.gov.au

(MAYOR)
CR LINA MESSINA
Central Ward

M:	0419 750 504
E:	 Lina.Messina 
	 @darebin.vic.gov.au

CR SUSAN RENNIE
South Central Ward

M:	0419 750 035
E:	 Susan.Rennie
	 @darebin.vic.gov.au

(DEPUTY MAYOR)
CR TRENT MCCARTHY
South West Ward

M:	0419 750 604
E:	 Trent.McCarthy
	 @darebin.vic.gov.au

YOUR 
COUNCILLORS

D A R E B I N  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S   -   A U T U M N  2 0 2 2

Darebin’s diverse community will 
soon have a new shared space at 
Council’s Preston offices. 

The ground floor of the High 
Street offices are about to be 
transformed into an inclusive, 
shared staff-community space 
that will become the new home of 
the Darebin Intercultural Centre. 

The move is part of Council’s 
vision to transform its spaces into 
shared-use venues that embody 
a commitment to community 
partnerships, inclusion and 
connection.  

The new Intercultural Centre will 
occupy a renovated section of 
the ground floor of the landmark 
Darebin building, with Council 
Chambers, meeting rooms and 
staff office space remaining on 
the building’s first floor. 

Council resolved in 2019 to 
relocate the Darebin Intercultural 
Centre from its current position at 
the former Preston Courthouse.  

Throughout 2020-21, Council has 
worked with Sibling Architecture, 
Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung Cultural 
Heritage Aboriginal Corporation 

NEW BEGINNING FOR 
INTERCULTURAL CENTRE

and a Community Reference 
Group made up of community 
representatives from diverse 
groups across Darebin.  

These groups provided advice 
to the architect on key design 
elements in the concept design 
phase.  

This co-designed approach 
ensures the relocated Intercultural 
Centre will be welcoming, 
inclusive, culturally safe and fit-
for-purpose.  

The project includes external 
landscaping and design features 
that transform the external spaces 
with seating and program areas 
that deliver on the community’s 
aspirations for the Centre over the 
longer term. 

Construction is due to start in 
April, with a Wurundjeri Woi 
wurrung Smoking Ceremony 
planned to mark a significant 
moment of Council handing part 
of this Colonial structure back 
to community, for community. 
The new Intercultural Centre is 
scheduled for completion in late 
2022. 

Darebin City Council acknowledges the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung 
people who are the Traditional Owners of the land on which 
Darebin stands. We recognise their continuing connection to 
land, waters and culture. We pay our respects to Elders past, 
present and emerging.

http://darebin.vic.gov.au
http://darebin.vic.gov.au
http://darebin.vic.gov.au
http://darebin.vic.gov.au
http://darebin.vic.gov.au
http://darebin.vic.gov.au
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http://darebin.vic.gov.au
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Thank you to all of you who 
attended our FUSE Festival events 
in March – it was great to be out 
and about and see many of you. 

A highlight of every year is 
meeting our inspirational Darebin 
Community Award winners. A 
huge congratulations to this year’s 
community heroes, who exemplify 
the spirit and connection that 
makes Darebin so wonderful.  

The fight to Protect Preston 
Market has again stepped up. 
Council’s number one priority is to 
represent and amplify the voices 
of our community. With the matter 
referred to a Standing Advisory 
Committee we are focused on 
maintaining the fight to stop the 
market from being demolished. 

We are delighted to be opening 
Narrandjeri Stadium in April. This 
will be a fantastic new stadium for 
everyone, especially women and 
girls, to take part in sport and 
other activities and stay fit, healthy 
and active. 

We are also so excited to begin 
works on a new Intercultural 
Centre. This will create an amazing 
new hub in our High Street Preston 
building for diverse communities to 
connect and hold events, programs 
and activities for our whole 
community to enjoy. 

I also invite everyone to take part in 
the budget consultations to shape 
our commitments for the next 12 
months. Community input is a big 
part of shaping our budget each 
year and consultation is open until 
1 May.  

There is so much great news to 
share in this DCN, so please enjoy. 

Cr Lina Messina 
Mayor 

MESSAGE 
FROM THE 
MAYOR

GAME ON FOR NARRANDJERI 

Sportspeople right across 
Darebin are thrilled to take to 
the court at the new Narrandjeri 
Stadium, which caters for netball, 
basketball, volleyball, badminton 
and other sports and activities.  

Council’s investment in the  
$34 million stadium, which takes 
its name from the Wurundjeri  
Woi wurrung word meaning 
‘woman leader’, aims to get 
more people involved in sport 
and physical activity, particularly 
women and girls. 

Julie Zucco from Darebin Netball 
Association is confident the new 
stadium will do just that. 

“The look and feel of the building, 
the facilities and the meaning of 
the stadium name will help grow 
female participation; it will mean 
women and girls feel included and 
safe,” she said. 

Fifteen-year-old netballer Maya 
encouraged people to get into 
sports and “just do it”.  

“Sport has helped me with 
leadership skills, working as a 
team, social aspects, increased 
my fitness, and I have had 
opportunities to learn new skills 
like coaching and umpiring.”  

Stadium operator Clublinks will 
roll out programs to engage 
diverse groups right across 
the community. So no matter 
what the sport, with Narrandjeri 
Stadium up and running, the 
health and wellbeing of people 
right across Darebin is set to be 
the winner.   

Community Open Day  
Saturday 23 April, 10am-2pm  

Explore what Narrandjeri Stadium 
has to offer in a fun-filled day of 
sports and activities for everyone.

See yoursay.darebin.vic.gov.au/
Narrandjeri 

Darebin Netball Association President Julie Zucco at the stadium with Parkside Netball 
Club players.

http://yoursay.darebin.vic.gov.au/Narrandjeri
http://yoursay.darebin.vic.gov.au/Narrandjeri
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PROTECTING PRESTON MARKET 

Preston Market is the heart of 
our community. We love it for 
its fresh food, rich history and 
vibrant atmosphere, but its unique 
features are under threat of 
unnecessary demolition.  

In February we welcomed news 
the proposed planning provisions 
for the Preston Market were 
under review, with the Minister 
for Planning, the Honourable 
Richard Wynne MP, requesting 
the changes in direct response 
to Council and community’s 
advocacy efforts.  

Reacting to the volume of public 
submissions, Council’s change.org 
petition and strong community 
engagement, Mr Wynne advised 
Darebin Mayor Cr Lina Messina 
he had directed the Victorian 
Planning Authority (VPA) to 
make revisions in collaboration 
with the Office of the Victorian 
Government Architect. 

In March the Victorian 
Government released revised 
plans for the future of the Preston 
Market Precinct, including having 
1,000 fewer apartments than first 
proposed, and design for open 
space and improved walking and 
cycling connections. While these 
are positive changes, we remain 
seriously concerned the revised 
plans will still result in around 
80 per cent of the market being 
demolished. 

The matter has now been 
referred formally to the Standing 
Advisory Committee, with the 
Committee hearings scheduled 
from 9 May 2022. 

People who made a submission 
to the VPA’s public consultation 
last year and registered in late 
March can make submissions at 
these hearings. 

Council will make a submission 
and is preparing to put our case 
forward as strongly as possible.  

“Council is here to represent 
and amplify the voices of our 
community in the fight to  
protect the market, and that’s 
what we’ll continue doing,” Mayor 
Messina said. 

Recently children from 
Wonder World Child Care and 
Kindergarten in Preston enjoyed 
an excursion to the market to 
soak up the sights, sounds and 
smells. The kids particularly loved 
exploring the amazing range of 
fresh produce and spent time 
drawing their favourite fruits and 
veggies after the trip.  

“I love the market!” kindergartener 
Ned Henry said.  

“I come here with my Nana and 
Pa for morning tea. I would be 
sad if we couldn’t come anymore. 
My friends at kinder love the 
market too.”   

Ned and his friends are not alone, 
we all love the market!  

Join our fight to Protect Preston 
Market at darebin.vic.gov.au/
protectprestonmarket 

Local kindergarten kids enjoying a visit to Preston Market.

http://change.org
http://darebin.vic.gov.au/protectprestonmarket
http://darebin.vic.gov.au/protectprestonmarket
https://www.darebin.vic.gov.au/events


Every year we honour the 
heroes in our community who 
make significant, meaningful 
contributions to the City of Darebin 
with the Community Awards.  

This year’s presentation took 
place as part of FUSE, our 
biannual arts festival, presided 
over by Darebin Mayor Cr Lina 
Messina and local paralympic gold 
medallist Carol Cook AM.  

“It’s a privilege to preside over 
these awards and acknowledge 
the many wonderful contributions 
individuals and groups make 
to enrich life in Darebin,” Mayor 
Messina said. 

“Through these awards we 
celebrate local heroes who 
have shown great leadership, 
compassion and kindness.” 

Due to COVID-19 our 2021 
Community Awards were 
announced this year. 

Congratulations to all our 2021 
Community Award winners. 

Citizen of the Year 
Sue Johnson  

Sue Johnson is a 
composer, musician, 
musical director and 
educator. She has led 
community choirs 
and provided welcoming, inclusive 
spaces in Darebin for well over a 
decade. Sue has been a support 
and lifeline for many over the past 
two years, running five choirs 
during the Melbourne lockdowns.   

Sue facilitates inspirational 
collective singing experiences 
across the community, most 
recently through Our Songs, a 
series of pop-up singing events 
across Darebin. 

Citizen of the 
Year - Special 
Commendation  
Fiona Macrae 

Fiona Macrae is 
founder and host of 
Private Parts, a web series and 
online community giving voice to 
people who experience chronic 
illness or disability.  

Young Citizen  
of the Year  
Kalep TeoKoitu  

Kalep is part of the 
Decibels Youth Music 
program, where 
people aged 13-25 make and 
record music, learn skills and 
connect. As a resident young 
producer, Kalep mentors Decibels 
musicians, fine-tuning their music 
production skills and connecting 
with people while giving them 
opportunities. Kalep is an 
emerging leader and role model.  

Community Group 
of the Year  
Alex Makes Meals   

Alex Makes Meals 
is a charity group 
making and delivering high quality 
meals to young people facing 
homelessness and disadvantage 
across Melbourne.  

Co-founded by Alex Dekker and 
Neraj Galagedara during the 
height of COVID-19 in early 2020, 
Alex Makes Meals now operates 
from Darebin Arts Centre. Driven 
by dedicated volunteers, it has 
delivered more than 400,000 hot, 
tasty meals to young people.    

Community 
Group of the 
Year - Special 
Commendation  
Your Community Health  

Your Community Health has 
responded throughout COVID-19 
to consistently support at-risk 
Darebin communities to maintain 
the best possible health and 
wellbeing, while delivering vital 
day-to-day services.  

Sustainability 
Award Community 
Group  
Friends of  
Edwardes Lake    

Friends of Edwardes Lake is a 
group of volunteers dedicated to 
preserving, restoring and caring 
for the diverse ecosystems of 
Edwardes Lake and Edgar’s Creek 
wetlands and surrounds.  

The group gives the community 
the chance to restore and 
maintain the area’s natural 
environment and enjoy nature 
while connecting with others.  

Sustainability Award 
Individual   
Marcus Seal  

As the owner of 
Darebin business 
Rock Posters, a 
printer and installer of street 
posters Australia-wide, Marcus 
Seal is transforming traditional 
practices to become more 
sustainable.  

Through purchasing Australian 
made 100 per cent carbon neutral 
paper and recycling local office 
wastepaper destined for landfill, 
Marcus has offset more than 24 
tonnes of greenhouse emissions. 
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INTRODUCING OUR 
COMMUNITY HEROES

https://www.darebin.vic.gov.au/events


Lifetime 
Achievement Award 
Jon Hyde   

Jon has been a fixture 
of the local sporting 
scene and involved 
with Holy Trinity Cricket Club for 
more than 50 years, including 
as a successful player, coach, 
committee member and board 
member of the North Metro 
Cricket Association.  

Jon was instrumental in 
developing and implementing a 
junior program and Holy Trinity 
Cricket Club’s first women’s 
cricket program, which he 
continues to drive forward.  

Culturally and 
Linguistically Diverse 
Elder Community 
Leader of the Year  
Rosa Vasseghi  

Rosa became a 
refugee after being imprisoned 
and tortured for following her 
Bahai faith in her home country 
of Iran. Rosa applied for refugee 
status, and arrived in Melbourne 
alone, without any English.  

Going on to complete a Bachelor 
of International Community 
Development, in 2014 Rosa 
established ‘Ava’, the Iranian 
Women’s Choir, welcoming 
asylum seekers and refugees. 
The group evolved to running 
tapestry workshops and opened 
its membership to all women 
experiencing social isolation. This 
has since grown to 10 tapestry 
groups running across Melbourne.  

Culturally and 
Linguistically 
Diverse Elder 
Community Leader 
of the Year - Special 
Commendation  
Martin Nguyen 

A valued member of the Decibels 
youth music community, Martin is 
a community leader, role model 
and emerging Elder. 

Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
Emerging Young 
Community Leader 
of the Year  
Rose Stewart   

Rose Stewart is a proud 
Taungurung and Gunditjmara 
woman studying Year 12 at 
Northcote High School. 

A keen footballer and cricketer, 
Rose also works at Clothing 
The Gaps and The Koorie Circle, 
which she has helped grow to 
now have a storefront on High 
Street, Northcote. The community 
is incredibly proud of Rose. She 
is respectful and community-
oriented, with a kind soul and a 
bright future. 

Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
Community Leader of 
the Year  
Aunty Cindy 
Bux, awarded 
posthumously   

Aunty Cindy has now passed and 
is resting in the Dreaming.  

Vale Aunty Cindy Bux.  
6 August 1961 – 17 December 2021.  
A proud Wiradjuri and Yorta 
Yorta Aboriginal woman. 

Aunty Cindy was the Programs 
Coordinator of Gurwidj 
Neighbourhood House, 
managed by the Aboriginal 
Advancement League.  

Aunty Cindy was an esteemed 
and loved Elder who gave so 
much to her community. An 
artist, teacher, cultural educator 
and a leader in her faith, she was 
a strong, generous, loving, warm, 
funny, vibrant, creative woman 
who reached out and taught 
others to listen, respect and 
create honest and meaningful 
opportunities for First Nations 
women.  

“If I can be a light to people, 
because it’s a dark world out 
there, I will be a light.”  
– Aunty Cindy Bux. 

D A R E B I N  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S   -   A U T U M N  2 0 2 2

7

You can find out more about our 
Community Award winners at  
darebin.vic.gov.au/communityawards

http://darebin.vic.gov.au/communityawards
https://www.darebin.vic.gov.au/events
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About 22,000 Darebin residents 
will receive new food and garden 
waste bins this June and July. 

The new delivery means all 
residents who use Council’s 
kerbside waste services will be 
able to recycle their food scraps 
and garden waste. 

EXPANDING OUR FOOD AND 
GARDEN WASTE SERVICE 

Check out lovefoodhatewaste.vic.gov.au 
for tips on how to reduce food waste.  

This will help us divert more waste 
from landfill and turn valuable 
food and garden waste into 
compost for use on farms, parks 
and gardens across Victoria. It will 
also help save on waste costs if 
we can significantly reduce waste 
to landfill. 

Most Darebin households already 
use this opt-in service and now it 
will become part of our standard 
kerbside collection service for all 
residents.  

Darebin resident Louisa Lim is one 
of those already using the green 
food and garden waste bin. 

“We find it easy to use the 
service. Between our worm farm 
and the food and garden waste 
bin, none of our food waste goes 
to landfill anymore,” Louisa said. 

As part of the expanded service, 
we are offering all residents a 
handy kitchen caddy. The 22,000 
residents receiving a new bin will 
receive a kitchen caddy.
Residents who already have a 
food and green waste bin can 
also order a caddy, with details 
on how to order kitchen caddies 
coming soon.  

Our audits show almost half 
of what currently goes into 
residents’ garbage bins is 
food waste. When food ends 
up in landfill, it has a huge 
environmental impact and 
financial cost.  

The average Victorian household 
throws out $2,200 worth of food 
each year – that’s $42 per week! 

Composting, worm farms and 
chickens are all great ways to 
recycle food waste, as well as 
using your green bin.  

Darebin resident Louisa Lim using her 
food and garden waste bin.

http://lovefoodhatewaste.vic.gov.au
https://www.darebin.vic.gov.au/events
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Our Draft Budget 2022/23 is focused on supporting 
our community and making the lives of those who 
live, work and play in Darebin better. 

It will fund the key initiatives of the second year of 
our Council Plan 2021-2025 and future years of the 
Council Plan.

We are allocating $198.3 million to deliver more 
than 100 services to our community, and building 
on our significant investment in capital works in 
the current year, we will be investing a further 
$65.7 million to build, maintain and enhance our 
important community infrastructure.

You can now tell us what is important to you, what 
we should prioritise and how our Draft Budget 
2022/23 can meet your needs and expectations. 

DRAFT BUDGET 2022/23
(INCORPORATING THE 4-YEAR BUDGET)

Visit yoursay.darebin.vic.gov.au/budget2022-23 to have 
your say by 1 May 2022 via the online form, or in writing at 
Darebin Civic Centre, 274 Gower Street, Preston by 5pm on 
Friday 29 April 2022. 

Changing the way we deliver our waste services

From July, we’re rolling out a food and green waste 
recycling service to all eligible households in Darebin. 
This means that if your household receives Council’s 
kerbside waste service and you don’t already have a 
green-lidded bin, we will deliver one to you between 
June and July this year. 

Introducing this service is in line with the State 
Government’s overhaul of household recycling to 
reduce waste, increase recycling and create a circular 
economy to make the most of our resources. 

Implementing these changes, along with the State 
Government’s decision to increase the landfill levy, 
will leave Council with an estimated shortfall of $26 
million over 10 years and increase costs above what 
Council can recover through rates.

This means we need to change the way we charge 
for waste.

We are joining the vast majority of Victorian 
councils who have already introduced a separate 
waste charge. 

From 1 July 2022 the following charges will appear 
as separate items on rates notices, including any 
applicable concessions:
•	 A kerbside waste fee for your bin collection and 

waste processing
•	 A public waste rate to pay for street cleaning, 

dumped rubbish collection and public litter bins. 

The kerbside waste fee will only apply to ratepayers 
receiving waste collection services. All ratepayers will 
pay the public waste charge.

We’re supporting financially disadvantaged 
households by including a range of concessions to 
make the change fairer for lower value property 
owners, as well as introducing the hardship safety 
net. A pensioner rebate will be applied to support 
our pensioners.

If we do not implement this waste charge now, there 
will be cuts to other important community services 
such as libraries, aged care and children’s services. 

It’s a hard decision but we are addressing this now 
- in a timely, transparent and financially responsible 
manner - to meet the future needs of our growing 
community.

We’d like to hear your thoughts on the following:
•	 Draft Budget 2022/23 (incorporating the 4-year 

Budget)
•	 Draft Revenue and Rating Plan
•	 Draft Rates Financial Hardship Policy
•	 Declaration of the public waste service rate and 

service charge for kerbside collection
•	 Declaration of concessions aligned to equity 

measures to support ratepayers with the above 
change

•	 Declaration of a Pensioner Rebate for general rates
•	 Declaration of a special charge for the Reservoir 

Village Business District
•	 Declaration of a concession for affordable 

housing properties owned and managed by 
Aboriginal Housing Victoria

•	 Declaration of the public waste service rate and 
service charge for kerbside collection. 

http://yoursay.darebin.vic.gov.au/budget2022-23
https://www.darebin.vic.gov.au/events
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It’s never been easier or safer to 
get around Darebin on two wheels! 

Our brand new TravelSmart map 
is out now – a one-stop-shop for 
getting around Darebin safely 
and sustainably. 

The pocket-size map, supported 
by Melway data, features off-
road shared paths for walking 
and riding in Darebin, as well as 
on-road bike lanes, informal bike 
routes, walking tracks and paths 
and public transport routes. 

It also includes our ‘Shimmy’ 
backstreet bike routes, bike repair 
stations, school crossings, bus 
stops and drinking fountains. 

Local Nell Sudano is a huge 
advocate of the TravelSmart map 
and has a good eye for transport 
after driving Darebin’s community 
bus for many years. When she 
moved to Melbourne from Sydney 
15 years ago, she was wary at first 
to get on a bike. 

Nell Sudano takes a ride down one of our 
Shimmy backstreet routes. 

Look for your TravelSmart map from: 

•	 Darebin customer service centres 
or libraries  

•	 Your local bike shop  

•	 Our autumn bike skills events in 
April and May, or free monthly 
bike checks in Northcote and 
Reservoir (see back page for 
details)  

•	 Online at darebin.vic.gov.au/
travelsmart 

BE TRAVELSMART 
THIS AUTUMN 

FUNDING FOR 
THE FUTURE 

“In Sydney, there were a lot of 
roads not built for bikes, so I got 
out of the habit of riding mine,” 
Nell said. 

“By chance a friend lent me a 
bike when I moved to Darebin…I 
soon became convinced that 
bikes were and are the best form 
of transport.”  

Nell joined WeCycle – a 
community initiative that recycles 
bikes for people who otherwise 
couldn’t afford them – and helps 
to restore bikes and encourage 
others to participate.  

“I found a great community who 
really wanted to help others with 
an inexpensive mode of transport 
that would provide freedom and 
help the environment at the same 
time,” she said. 

Nell now has a fold-up bike to 
get around Darebin – using the 
TravelSmart map of course! 

“The map is the perfect size and 
I really do rely on it. I love pulling 
it out and finding a safe road that 
can help me with my position and 
roundabouts.” 

From sparkling community 
hubs to clear running drains, a 
growing community needs its 
infrastructure kept in top  
working order. 

With our latest analysis 
showing Darebin’s population 
is expected to grow about 
30 per cent over the next 20 
years, accommodating 52,000 
more people, we need to set 
ourselves up to maintain essential 
infrastructure, well into the future. 

Our new Development 
Contributions Plan will help us 
do this. 

Adopted in February, it requires 
developments bringing new 
residents and workers into 
Darebin to pay their fair share to 
help fund the infrastructure our 
local community needs.  

Upgrades for specific listed 
items including community 
centres, pavilion redevelopments, 
lighting upgrades, roads, cycle 
paths, footpaths and drains 
will be eligible for funding. It’s 
estimated over the next 20 years 
the Development Contributions 
Plan will contribute $28 million to 
about 70 projects. 

It’s a sustainable way to support 
our growing population. 

Planning Scheme Amendment 
C170dare will now be considered 
for approval by the Minister for 
Planning as the final step in the 
planning scheme amendment 
process. 

For more information visit  
yoursay.darebin.vic.gov.au/darebindcp 

http://darebin.vic.gov.au/travelsmart
http://darebin.vic.gov.au/travelsmart
http://yoursay.darebin.vic.gov.au/darebindcp
https://www.darebin.vic.gov.au/events
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Peter Folino of Folino’s Quality Meats  
in Reservoir. 

To find out more about the Love Local 
Card program visit  
darebin.vic.gov.au/lovelocalcard

LOVE LOCAL 
CARD

DAREBIN LIGHTS UP FOR 
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF 
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITY 

Two Darebin landmarks were 
brightly coloured in a spectacular 
‘light-up’ to celebrate International 
Day of People with Disability 
(IDPwD). 

The spectacular light-up of 
Council’s Preston offices and 
Northcote Town Hall, in IDPwD 
colours of orange, blue and green, 
was prepared by a group of 
women with disability who took 
part in Darebin’s You Am I work 
experience program.  

Running in its second year, as 
part of You Am I five women 
with disability worked with two 
officers from Council’s Access and 
Inclusion team over 12 weeks to 
produce the IDPwD event and a 
beautiful celebratory booklet.   

The women gained valuable 
workplace skills in online 
collaboration, event management 
and co-design.  

To keep up-to-date with access and 
inclusion initiatives in Darebin, or 
subscribe to the Darebin Disability 
Access Update e-newsletter, head to 
the People with Disability web page: 
www.darebin.vic.gov.au/disability 

“The program really was 
wonderfully run and has positively 
impacted the way I view myself 
and others in a team environment 
and reinforced the value of 
amplifying lived experience,” 
participant Jess said.  

“I have worked in different jobs 
and study environments and I’ve 
never experienced something that 
has been so accessible.” 

Do you have a Love Local Card at 
home or in your wallet waiting to 
be spent? Time to dust it off and 
head to your local shops today, 
before all cards expire on 31 May. 

Darebin Council launched the 
Love Local Card as part of our 
ongoing effort to support the 
community through the COVID-19 
pandemic. Through the initiative 
we gave $30 and $50 pre-paid 
cards to Darebin homeowners 
and Jobseekers to spend at 
hundreds of registered local small 
businesses.

Peter Folino of Folino’s Quality 
Meats in Reservoir said the Love 
Local Card has been great for his 
business, which has been trading 
for 20 years. 

“We’ve had a lot of new faces 
come in because of the Love 
Local Cards, which has been 
good. And a couple have now 
turned out be regulars,” Peter said. 

http://darebin.vic.gov.au/lovelocalcard
http://www.darebin.vic.gov.au/disability
https://www.darebin.vic.gov.au/events
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CELEBRATE IDAHOBIT 
10am, Tuesday 17 May
Preston City Hall

Help us mark the International 
Day Against Homophobia, 
Biphobia, Intersexism and 
Transphobia (IDAHOBIT). 

Join us as we proudly raise 
the rainbow flag, followed by 
morning tea, to acknowledge 
our LGBTQIA+ communities 
and recommit to combatting 
discrimination every day. 

RAINBOW STORYTIME SESSIONS
11:15am
Tuesday 17 May Northcote Library
Wednesday 18 May Preston Library
Friday 20 May Reservoir Library
Friday 20 May Fairfield Library 

Join us for a week of special 
storytimes where we will 
celebrate rainbow families and 
the diverse shapes and sizes that 
families can come in! Dress in 
rainbow colours and join in some 
fun rainbow craft activities. This 
event is suitable for children aged 
2 to 5 years. 

BASIC BIKE MAINTENANCE  
1pm to 4pm  
Saturday 2 April, Sunday 3 April 
Saturday 7 May, Sunday 15 May 
Reservoir Leisure Centre  
2A Cuthbert Road, Reservoir 
Cost: $20 full, $15 concession 
Bring your own bike.

ON-ROAD BIKE CONFIDENCE 
1pm to 5pm  
Saturday 30 April, Sunday 1 May 
Reservoir Leisure Centre  
2A Cuthbert Road, Reservoir 
Cost: $25 full, $15 concession 
Bring your own bike.

FREE MONTHLY BIKE CHECKS 
Run by a fabulous team of 
volunteer mechanics.  

12.30pm to 3pm  
Fourth Sunday of each month  
Reservoir Leisure Centre  
Free 

12.30pm to 3pm 
Third Saturday of each month 
(not Easter Saturday)  
Batman Park  
Free

WHAT’S
ON

Bookings essential at  
darebin.vic.gov.au/bikechecks 

Bookings essential at  
darebin.vic.gov.au/bikeskills

All are welcome to this free 
community event. No bookings 
required. 

274 Gower Street, Preston
PO Box 91, Preston, Vic 3072
T 8470 8888  F 8470 8877
E mailbox@darebin.vic.gov.au
darebin.vic.gov.au

CITY OF 
DAREBIN

SPEAK YOUR LANGUAGE 
T 8470 8470

If you are deaf, or have a 
hearing or speech impairment, 
contact us through the 
National Relay Service.

NATIONAL RELAY SERVICE 
relayservice.gov.au

Please note, information published 
in DCN is correct at time of printing.

STORIES AND RHYMES AT HOME  
10:15am, Monday 16 May via Zoom

Stories and Rhymes at Home 
happens every Monday and 
on Monday 16 May we will be 
having a special rainbow themed 
session. This fun, interactive 
event for babies, toddlers, pre-
schoolers and carers helps kids 
build vital literacy, movement and 
social skills. 

IDAHOBIT YOUTH WRITERS 
WORKSHOP WITH ALISON EVANS 
4pm to 5pm, 19 May via Zoom

Young people aged 16 to 25 are 
invited to a writer’s workshop with 
Alison Evans, the award-winning 
author of the queer young adult 
novels Ida, Highway Bodies, 
and Euphoria Kids. Alison is a 
contributor in many anthologies 
including Kindred and Home 
Town Haunts and co-edits the 
zine Concrete Queers and is the 
fiction editor for #enbylife. 

COLLAGE WORKSHOP FOR 
LGBTQ+ YOUTH AND ALLIES 
5.30pm to 7.30pm, 18 May 
Bridge Outdoor Deck  
218 High Street, Preston

Darebin Libraries and Bridge Queer 
Gathering invite all LGBTQIA+ 
youth and their allies aged 16 to 
25 to a collage workshop with 
artist Nick Tsekouras.   

Nick is an emerging and queer 
visual artist who enjoys creating 
vibrant, colourful and captivating 
art using a range of watercolour, 
acrylic, inks, waterbased markers 
and fine-liner. 

Numbers limited. Bookings essential 
for these free Darebin Libraries events 
at libraries.darebin.vic.gov.au/events

http://darebin.vic.gov.au/bikechecks
http://darebin.vic.gov.au/bikeskills
mailto:mailbox%40darebin.vic.gov.au?subject=
http://www.darebin.vic.gov.au
http://www.facebook.com/cityofdarebin
http://www.twitter.com/cityofdarebin
http://www.instagram.com/darebincouncil
http://www.youtube.com/darebincitycouncil
http://www.relayservice.gov.au
http://libraries.darebin.vic.gov.au/events

