
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AGENDA 
 
 
Hearing of Submissions Committee Meeting to be held 
at Darebin Civic Centre, 350 High Street Preston on 
Tuesday, 14 March 2023 at 7.00pm. 
 
This meeting is scheduled to be held ‘wholly in person’ 
and will be open to the public. This meeting will also be 
livestreamed and may be accessed from Councils 
website www.darebin.vic.gov.au. 
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Agenda 
 
 

1. MEMBERSHIP 

Cr. Julie Williams (Mayor) (Chairperson) 
Cr. Susanne Newton (Deputy Mayor) 
Cr. Lina Messina 
Cr. Trent McCarthy 
Cr. Emily Dimitriadis 
Cr. Gaetano Greco 
Cr. Tom Hannan 
Cr. Tim Laurence 
Cr. Susan Rennie 

2. APOLOGIES 

3. DISCLOSURES OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

4. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS 
HEARING OF SUBMISSIONS COMMITTEE MEETING 

Recommendation 

That the Minutes of the Hearing of Submissions Committee Meeting held on 26 May 2022 be 
confirmed as a correct record of business transacted. 
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5. CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS 

5.1 HEARING OF BUDGET SUBMISSIONS 
 
Author: Coordinator Management Accountant     
 
Reviewed By: General Manager Governance and Engagement  
 
  
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Working in partnership with community to identify priorities, will allow Council to make 
important financial decisions, balance current and future needs, while also ensuring Darebin 
is financially sustainable well into the future. 
 
Our current economic landscape presents additional challenges. Rising inflation and 
construction costs has and will continue to place significant cost pressures on Councils 
budget over the short to medium term at levels not previously seen.  We recognise the need 
for a stronger focus on financial sustainability whilst meeting community’s expectations.  
 
To help Council prioritise its deliverables in this financially challenging time, Council 
undertook community consultation prior to the establishment of a draft budget, so meaningful  
engagement with the community can occur to help understand their priorities early in the 
process and consequential information can be utilised to help shape and develop Councils 
2023-24 budget, four year budget and the Long Term Financial Plan. 
 
Community engagement occurred between 6th – 26th February 2023 through multiple 
channels.  The engagement process included a combination of an online/hardcopy survey, 
online/hardcopy budget submission form and various pop-up sessions.  We invited budget 
submissions, with any person requesting to be heard in support of their written submission to 
be heard by Council’s Hearing of Submissions Committee at 7.00pm on 14 March 2023. 
 
This year we asked the community to prioritise what is most important to them through 
completing an online/hardcopy survey.  This survey asked community members to distribute 
100 ‘points’ across 12 key themes/services aligned to our Council Plan 2021-25.  
 
Two Hundred and Five (205) community members completed the survey.  Summary of 
results as follows: 
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Twenty-four (24) budget submissions were received by the closing date, including ten (10) 
submitters requesting to be heard in support of their written submission.  A break-down on 
the number of submissions by major theme is as follows: 

• Recreation & Reserves: 8 (33%) 

• General Matters: 5 (21%) 

• Active Transport / Sustainable Transport: 5 (21%) 

• Environmental issues: 3 (13%) 

• Traffic Management: 1 (4%) 

• Additional Funding and Grants: 1 (4%) 

• Public Places: 1 (4%) 
  

Officer Recommendation 

That Council: 
(1) Receives and notes the written and verbal submissions. 
(2) Thanks all submitters and presenters for addressing the Committee in support of 

their budget submission. 
(3) Refers all submissions for further consideration to the Council meeting to be held on 22 

May 2023 as part of Council’s deliberations in the adoption of the draft Budget 2023-
24. 

(4) Notes that submissions that are not incorporated into the 2023/24 Budget will be 
referred for consideration in the development of the draft 2024/25 Budget.  

 
 

Council Service
Total No. of 

points allocated
% of total points 

allocated

Open spaces, parks and natural environment 2,760                      13.6%

Sustainable transport 2,260                      11.1%

Aged and disability 2,260                      11.1%

Facilities, infrastructure and maintenance 2,220                      10.9%

Community wellbeing and social policy 1,880                      9.3%

Recreation and leisure 1,840                      9.1%

Waste management 1,520                      7.5%

Built environment and natural resources 1,500                      7.4%

Creative culture and community facilities 1,180                      5.8%

Families, youth and children 1,120                      5.5%

Learning and libraries 1,040                      5.1%

Economic development 700                          3.5%

Totals 20,280                    100%
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BACKGROUND / KEY INFORMATION 
 
Council is required to adopt a four-year Budget each financial year. Prior to adopting the 
Budget in its final form, Council is required to consult the community to identify priorities as 
well as invite submissions and then after considering all submissions Council can formally 
adopt a Budget for the financial year.   
 
This report provides details and results of the recent community engagement process 
undertaken between 6th – 26th February 2023 
 
Previous Council Resolution 
 
Nil. 

ALIGNMENT TO 2041 DAREBIN COMMUNITY VISION 

Strategic Direction 1: Vibrant, Respectful and Connected 

Strategic Direction 2: Prosperous, Liveable and Flourishing 

Strategic Direction 3: Climate, Green and Sustainable 

ALIGNMENT TO 2021-25 COUNCIL PLAN  

Strategic Direction 1: Vibrant, Respectful and Connected 

Strategic Direction 2: Prosperous, Liveable and Flourishing 

Strategic Direction 3: Climate, Green and Sustainable 

Strategic Direction 4 Responsible, Transparent and Responsive 

ALIGNMENT TO COUNCIL PLAN STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 

4.1    We will ensure balanced and responsible financial decision making that meets the 
needs of our community now and into the future 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
This Hearing of Submissions Committee meeting provides opportunity to hear any submitters 
who, in their written submission, requested to be heard in support of their submission in 
relation to the budget. 
 
A report in relation to all submissions received will be submitted for consideration at the 
meeting of Council scheduled for 22 May 2023 as part of Council’s deliberations in the 
adoption of the draft Budget 2023-24. 
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CONSIDERATION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT (2020) PRINCIPLES 
 
Financial Management  
 
Estimated financial impact of the community submissions will be captured as part of 
providing management responses to each submission and provided to the Council at a 
meeting scheduled to be held on 22 May 2023.  Council officers are currently in the process 
of finalising these responses.  
 
Community Engagement  
 

Engagement 
Activity 

Number of 
participants
/ people 
engaged  

Target group  Demographic information  

Survey 2,426 Darebin City Council 
Residential/commercial 
residents 

Refer attachment C & D 

Budget 
Submissions 

24 Darebin City Council 
Residential/commercial 
residents 

Not Applicable 

Drop in 
sessions 

120 Darebin City Council 
Residential/commercial 
residents 

Refer attachment E & F 

Targeted 
CALD 
community 
sessions 

126 Arabic, Greek, 
Vietnamese, 
Macedonian, Nepali, 
Italian  

As per CALD Community target 
group 

 
The consultation included: 

• Providing the budget information process to advisory groups and funded bodies 
through their Council representatives, noting the opportunity for submissions; 

• Social media, including online information and pointers on how to make a budget 
submission; 

• Online Survey via Your Say webpage; 

• Hardcopy Survey (upon request); 

• Online budget submission form via the Your Say webpage; 

• Hardcopy budget submission form (upon request); 

• Questions and Answer tool via the Your Say webpage; and 

• Translated content in 12 languages other than English available on the Your Say 
webpage 

• Four Community drop-in sessions delivered on the following dates and locations: 
o 10 Feb 23 10am – 1pm: Fairfield Community Centre 

o 10 Feb 23 3pm – 6pm: Reservoir Leisure Centre 

o 14 Feb 23 2pm – 3pm: Northcote Plaza 
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o 23 Feb 23 10am – 11.30am: Intercultural Centre 

• Six targeted CALD Community sessions delivered on the following dates and locations: 
o 8 Feb 23 10am – 11am: Islamic Elderly Group – Reservoir 

o 14 Feb 23 10am – 11am: Greek-speaking Hellenic Stegi Friendly Elderly 
Citizen’s Club Inc - Preston 

o 17 Feb 23 10.30am – 11.30am:  Vietnamese-speaking Indo-Chinese Elderly 
Group - Preston 

o 20 Feb 23 12pm – 1pm: Macedonian-speaking Northcote Macedonian Senior 
Citizen’s Group Inc - Northcote) 

o 20 Feb 23 5pm – 6pm: Nepali-speaking Federation of Nepalese Community 
Association of Australia - Online – information sessions only to familiarize with 
the YS platform 

o 21 Feb 23 1pm – 2pm: Italian Senior Citizen’s Club - Thornbury 
 
Key Findings 
 
Analysing results from the community engagement activity overwhelmingly indicates our 
community views services relating to Open Space, Parks, the natural environment and active 
transport as their highest priority.  This information can be utilised to inform budget 
prioritisation decisions, to help shape the outcome of Councils 2023-24 budget, four-year 
budget and the Long-Term Financial Plan.   
 
Overarching Governance Principles and Supporting Principles 
 
(b)  priority is to be given to achieving the best outcomes for the municipal community, 

including future generations; 
(c)  the economic, social and environmental sustainability of the municipal district, including 

mitigation and planning for climate change risks, is to be promoted; 
(g)  the ongoing financial viability of the Council is to be ensured; 
(h)  regional, state and national plans and policies are to be taken into account in strategic 

planning and decision making; 
(i)   the transparency of Council decisions, actions and information is to be ensured. 

Public Transparency Principles 
 
(a)  Council decision making processes must be transparent except when the Council is 

dealing with information that is confidential by virtue of this Act or any other Act; 

Strategic Planning Principles 
 
(a)  an integrated approach to planning, monitoring and performance reporting is to be 

adopted; 

Service Performance Principles 
 
(a)  services should be provided in an equitable manner and be responsive to the diverse 

needs of the municipal community; 
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COUNCIL POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Environmental Sustainability Considerations (including Climate Emergency)  
 
The approach to community engagement acknowledges Council’s commitment to cultural 
considerations to support our diverse community.   
 
A large range of activities to progress Council’s commitment to our diverse community are 
reflected in the Council Plan Priorities 2021-25. 
 
Equity, Inclusion, Wellbeing and Human Rights Considerations: 
 
The approach to community engagement acknowledges Council’s commitment to equity, 
inclusion and wellbeing as articulated through the Towards Equality Framework.  A large 
range of activities to progress Council’s commitments through existing strategies that seek to 
address equity, inclusion and wellbeing are reflected the Council Plan Priorities 2021-25. 
 
Economic Development and Cultural Considerations 
 
Council’s commitment to Darebin’s economy is demonstrated through council’s existing 
strategies, policy positions and the Council Plan Priorities 2021-25. 
 
Operational Impacts 
 
Nil 
 
Legal and Risk Implications 
 
Aside from meeting the various relevant sections of the Local Government Act, there are no 
further legal implications.  The operational risks of our spending decisions are a key element 
in the decision-making process. Full consideration will be given to the risk impacts.   
 
 
IMPLEMENTATION ACTIONS 
 
Following the Hearing of Submissions Committee meeting, a report in relation to all 
submissions received will be submitted for consideration at the meeting of Council scheduled 
for 22 May 2023 as part of Council’s deliberations in the adoption of the draft Budget 2023-
24. 
 
 
RELATED DOCUMENTS 
 
Nil 
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Attachments 
• Budget Submissions Themed (Appendix A) Confidential - enclosed under separate 

cover   

• List of Speakers (Appendix B) Confidential - enclosed under separate cover   

• Survey Result A (Appendix C)   

• Survey Results B (Appendix D)   

• Pop up session - Fairfield Results (Appendix E)   

• Pop up session - RLC Results (Appendix F)    
 
 
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST 
 
Section 130 of the Local Government Act 2020 requires members of Council staff and 
persons engaged under contract to provide advice to Council to disclose any conflicts of 
interest in a matter to which the advice relates. 
 
The Officer reviewing this report, having made enquiries with relevant members of staff, 
reports that no disclosable interests have been raised in relation to this report. 
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6. CLOSE OF MEETING 
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