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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL
OWNERS AND ABORIGINAL AND TORRES
STRAIT ISLANDER COMMUNITIES IN
DAREBIN

Darebin City Council acknowledges the Wurundjeri Woi-
Wurrung people as the Traditional Owners and custodians
of the land we now call Darebin and pays respect to their
Elders, past, present and emerging.

Council pays respect to all other Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander communities in Darebin.

Council recognises, and pays tribute to, the diverse
culture, resilience and heritage of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people.

We acknowledge the leadership of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander communities and the right to self-
determination in the spirit of mutual understanding and
respect.




English
These are the Minutes for the Council Meeting. For assistance with any of the items in the minutes,
please telephone 8470 8888.

Arabic
.8470 8888 ailedly Juai¥l (a3 ¢ palaall b3 5ull e ol daeludl Lo Jsanll. Gulaall plaia) jualse 8 o2

Chinese
HXEZHMWNESSRWNLE - IFHE) 7 #REQLEINE - 1520588470 8888,

Greek

Auta eival ta MpakTika tng ouvedpiaong Tou Anpotikol ZupBouliou. Na BornBela e onoladnmote
BEpata oTo TIPAKTIKA, apakaAsiote va kahéoete To 8470 8888.

Hindi
Y HEMACT HT 9o HT GRIA &1 AR & fhddr off 3geH # Fgradar & T, Faar 8470
8888 UX CTollbled Y|

Italian
Questo ¢ il verbale della riunione del Comune. Per assistenza con qualsiasi punto del verbale, si prega
di chiamare il numero 8470 8888.

Macedonian
OBa e 3anMUCHUKOT 0, COCTAHOKOT Ha ONWTUHCKMOT 0460p. 3a NOMOLL BO BPCKa CO Koja 1 aa 6uno
TOYKa 0, 3aMUCHUKOT, Be monmme TenedoHunpajte Ha 8470 8888.

Nepali
Al IRV dShehT AGICER gol| FATSgCH! Fol el TEJHFET HERIATRI ST FHIAT 8470
8888 AT el Ieferd |

Punjabi
fog dns & Wiféa @m3 My ot 3| 7Oy Aot fegshv fai S wdlent Aefdh AgrfesT @ A3,
fagur 39a 8470 8888 & <HIEE I

Somali
Kuwaani waa godobadii lagaga wada hadlay Fadhiga Golaha. Caawimada mid kasta oo ka mid ah
godobada laga wada hadlay, fadlan la xiriir 8470 8888.

Spanish
Estas son las Actas de la Reunidn del Concejo. Para recibir ayuda acerca de algin tema de las actas,
llame al teléfono 8470 8888.

Urdu
e ol o S22 e o Sl S e g (oS S s op blE Sl (S St (S JuislS
- S Ot 8470 8888
Vietnamese

Day la nhirng Bién ban Hop Hoi dong Thanh phd. Mubn c6 ngudi tro gilip minh vé bat ky
muc nao trong bién ban hop, xin quy vi goi dién thoai so 8470 8888.




ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 22 JANUARY 2024

Table of Contents

Item Page
Number Number
1. OPENING OF MEETING AND MEMBERSHIP ... e e e es e 1
2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS..........ccooirrceerr e 1
3. APOLOGIES. ...ttt r s s s e e s s s e e s s s e e mas s s e e amns s enmnssssesmnssssnsnnnnns 1
4, DISCLOSURES OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST ... e s 1
5. COUNCIL’S OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY RESPONSIBILITIES ............ 2
6. NOTICES OF MOTION ...t rriess s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s smn s s s e mnss s s e nmnsnssenmnnnnnns 3
11.1 NOTICE OF RESCISSION OR AMENDMENT: ITEM 8.1 SIGNIFICANT DATES
FOR FLYING FLAGS ON COMMUNITY FLAGPOLES 8 JANUARY 2024........... 3
URGENT BUSINESS ..........o i s s rr s s s e s s s s smms s s s s e s e s s nmm s s s s s e e e e s nmmnnnnnanns 5
CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS CONSIDERED CONFIDENTIAL ......ccccceeivienieneee. 6

CLOSE OF MEETING........cccciiiiiirinsnn s s sss s s sss s s ssns s s ssns s s nas 6




ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 22 JANUARY 2024

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
DAREBIN CITY COUNCIL, MONDAY 22 JANUARY 2024

THE MEETING OPENED AT 6.04PM

The Mayor advised that the meeting was being streamed live and that the video would be
made available on Council’s website.

1. OPENING OF MEETING AND MEMBERSHIP

Councillors

Cr. Susanne Newton (Mayor) (Chairperson)
Cr. Tim Laurence (Deputy Mayor)

Cr. Emily Dimitriadis

Cr. Gaetano Greco

Cr. Tom Hannan

Cr. Trent McCarthy

Cr. Lina Messina

Cr. Susan Rennie

Council Officers

Peter Smith - Chief Executive Officer

Kylie Bennetts - General Manager Community

Caroline Buisson - General Manager Customer and Corporate
Rachel Ollivier - General Manager Operations and Capital

Enna Giampiccolo - Manager Governance and Communications

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS

The Chairperson, Mayor Newton, opened the meeting with the following statement:
| would like to start by acknowledging the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung people, the Traditional

Owners of this land and pay my respects to Elders past and present, and recognise their
continuing connection to land, water and culture.

3. APOLOGIES

Cr Julie Williams

4. DISCLOSURES OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

Nil
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5. COUNCIL’S OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY
RESPONSIBILITIES

The Chairperson, Mayor Newton, made the following statement:

Council has an occupational health and safety responsibility to ensure anyone attending
tonight’s meeting, feels safe both physical and emotionally.

| would like to remind everyone in attendance to be respectful of each other, and as outlined
in our Governance Rules, please note that Councillors, or any other person, who addresses
the Meeting must do so in a courteous and respectful manner and must take direction from
the Chairperson whenever called on to do so.
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6. NOTICES OF MOTION

6.1 NOTICE OF RESCISSION OR AMENDMENT: ITEM 8.1
SIGNIFICANT DATES FOR FLYING FLAGS ON COMMUNITY
FLAGPOLES 8 JANUARY 2024

Take notice that at the Council Meeting to be held on 22 January 2024, it is my intention to
move:

That Council as per clause 7.1 Procedure for a Notice of Rescission or Amendment, rescind
the previous resolution, “Urgent Motion Item 8.3 Flags” moved by Cr Tom Hannan regarding
the removal of the Palestinian Flag that was passed by Council at the Special Council
meeting on 8th January 2024.

Notice Received: 8 January 2024
Notice Given to Councillors 8 January 2024
Date of Meeting: 22 January 2024
Rationale:

This Urgent Business resolution needs to be rescinded as it cannot be the same, or similar in
intent to a previous urgent motion that was listed at the Ordinary Meeting of 18" December
2023 when the Palestinian Flag was resolved to be raised as per clause 6.2(e) of the
governance rules. This rule requires six months to pass before the same or similar motion
can be put.

Secondly it is questionably contrary to clause 1.1.3(6) of the governance meeting rules which
clearly states that unless all Councillors unanimously agree to deal with another matter, only
the business specified in the resolution is to be transacted.

The business specified in the notice to hold the 8" January Special Meeting did not include
Item 8.3 and therefore needed the unanimous consent of all Councillors in order to for it to be
included.

This necessary step was not executed and when challenged by a point of order the mayor
made an incorrect ruling in allowing for the new Urgent Business item to be considered.

More legal advice should be obtained in time for the next meeting as the recent advice
received is unclear and cannot confidently be relied on as the exact ground on which the
advice was sort was not specified and the rules clearly remain open to interpretation.

Also, before relying on reasons for taking down the Palestinian flag that include solidarity for
LGBTIQ+ or First Nations people by raising their flags instead, consultation with those
groups, possibly through DACC and the Sexuality, Sex and Gender Diversity Advisory
Committees Council should take place in line with our community consultation obligations.
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It may well be that the majority of Aboriginal, LGBTIQ+ and CALD would prefer
the Palestinian flag be kept up, especially since it was only raised recently, since the conflict
erupted again.

The solidarity between Aboriginal people and Palestinian people is particularly well known,
and many well-known Darebin Aboriginal leaders, historians and residents have been very
outspoken against the ongoing conflict.

With leave of the Chairperson Mayor Newton, Cr Greco moved his motion with the following
amendment:

Motion

MOVED: Cr. G Greco
SECONDED: Cr. E Dimitriadis

That Council:

1)  As per clause 7.1 Procedure for a Notice of rescission or Amendment, rescind the
previous resolution, “Urgent Motion Item 8.3 Flags” moved by Cr Tom Hannan
regarding the removal of the Palestinian Flag that was passed by Council at the
Special Council meeting on 8th January 2024.

2)  Requests the CEO to urgently relocate the flagpole above the intercultural centre to the
more visible location on the second portico on High St and utilise this to recognise
Midsumma Festival and to incorporate the use of this flagpole in the Community Flag
Policy.

THE MOTION WAS PUT TO THE VOTE AND BECAME THE COUNCIL RESOLUTION AS
FOLLOWS:

Council Resolution MINUTE NO. 24-011

MOVED: Cr. G Greco
SECONDED: Cr. E Dimitriadis

That Council:

1)  As per clause 7.1 Procedure for a Notice of rescission or Amendment, rescind the
previous resolution, “Urgent Motion Item 8.3 Flags” moved by Cr Tom Hannan
regarding the removal of the Palestinian Flag that was passed by Council at the
Special Council meeting on 8th January 2024.

2)  Requests the CEO to urgently relocate the flagpole above the intercultural centre to the
more visible location on the second portico on High St and utilise this to recognise
Midsumma Festival and to incorporate the use of this flagpole in the Community Flag
Policy.

CARRIED

For: Crs Messina, Newton, McCarthy, Laurence, Dimitriadis and Greco (6)
Against: Cr Rennie (1)
Abstained: Cr Hannan (1)
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7. URGENT BUSINESS

Cr Laurence indicated that he wished to submit an urgent business item in relation to a
housing advocacy for a Darebin community member.

Mayor Newton declared a conflict of interest due to residential amenity as she lives in close
proximity to the former address of the community member.

6.49pm - Mayor Newton left the meeting.

Deputy Mayor Laurence assumed the Chair and called for nominations to elect a temporary
Chairperson, to enable him to the move the motion to admit the Urgent Business item.

Cr Messina nominated Cr Rennie to be temporary Chairperson, which was seconded by Cr
McCarthy.

PROCEDURAL MOTION

Council Resolution

MOVED: Cr. L Messina
SECONDED: Cr. T McCarthy

That Cr Rennie be elected as the temporary Chairperson.
CARRIED

For: Crs Messina, McCarthy, Dimitriadis, Greco and Laurence (5)
Against: -
Abstained: Crs Rennie and Hannan (2)

6.52pm — Cr Rennie assumed the Chair.

6.53pm — Cr Rennie called for an adjournment to allow officers to consult with Cr Laurence
regarding the proposed item of Urgent Business.

7.01pm — The meeting resumed.

Upon advice from the CEO, Cr Rennie as Chair advised that the proposed item of Urgent
Business was not compliant with the Governance Rules and therefore could not be
considered as Urgent Business.

7.13pm — Mayor Newton assumed chair.

7.15pm — Cr Rennie left meeting.

7.17pm — Mayor Newton called for an adjournment at the request of the CEO.

7.24pm — The meeting resumed.

Page 5



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 22 JANUARY 2024

8. CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS CONSIDERED CONFIDENTIAL

Nil.

9. CLOSE OF MEETING

The meeting closed at 7.25pm.

Page 6



CITY OF
DAREBIN

E mallbx

jarebinvic

7z National Relay Service
ralaysarwoa goN.3u
If you are deaf, or have
a hearing or speach
moalrmant, contact
us through the
National Relay Sarvice

Speak your language
T 8470 8470
iyl Italano  Soomalil
SMEZ Marenonces Espafiol
EMavd  Agreft )
& Jadt Tibeg v



	22 January 2024 - Special Council Meeting Minutes
	Table of Contents
	1. Opening of Meeting and Membership
	2.	Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners
	3.	Apologies
	4.	Disclosures of Conflicts of Interest
	5.	Council’s occupational health and safety responsibilities 
	6.	Notices of Motion
	6.1 Notice of Rescission or Amendment: Item 8.1 Significant Dates for Flying Flags on Community Flagpoles 8 January 2024
	Resolution

	7.	Urgent Business
	8.	Consideration of reports considered confidential
	9.	Close Of Meeting



