
DAREBIN WEED LIST



Darebin Weed List

Introduction

We’ve prepared the Darebin Weed List to help guide applicants preparing Landscape Plans 
to accompany Planning Permits for residential development. It has been extracted from 
the Darebin Integrated Weed Management Strategy 2019-2023 which was developed as a 
resource for Darebin staff and community.

All the species listed in the weed list are of varying threat to wildlife habitat, native flora and 
fauna, including rare or threatened plants and must not be planted in Darebin.

The Darebin Parks and Gardens team have identified the following plants as comprising their 
‘top ten’ priority weeds. The top two plants are two species of grass commonly used for lawns. 
Do not specify these lawn species in your landscape plans. Alternative lawn species should be 
used e.g. Buffalo (Bouteloua dactyloides and cultivars). 

1.	 Couch 			   Cynodon dactylon var. dactylon 
2.	 Kikuyu 			   Cenchrus clandestinus 
3.	 Desert Ash 			   Fraxinus angustifolia subsp. angustifolia
4.	 Ribwort 			   Plantago lanceolata
5.	 White Bladder-flower 	 Araujia sericifera
6.	 Annual Veldt-grass 		 Ehrharta longiflora
7.	 Texas Needle-grass 	 Nassella leucotricha
8.	 Wild Oat 			   Avena spp.
9.	 Small-flower Mallow 	 Malva parviflora
10.	 Sow-thistle 			   Sonchus oleraceus

The following table shows the entire weed list:
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Botanical Name Common Name 

A 

Acacia baileyana Cootamundra Wattle 

Acacia cultriformis Knife-leaf Wattle 

Acacia cyclops Western Coastal Wattle 

Acacia decurrens Early Black-wattle 

Acacia iteaphylla Flinders Range Wattle 

Acacia prominens Gosford Wattle 

Acacia saligna Golden Wreath Wattle 

Acacia spp. (naturalised) Wattle (naturalised) 

Acanthus mollis Bear's Breach 

Acer negundo Box-elder Maple 

Acetosella vulgaris Sheep Sorrel 

Agapanthus praecox subsp. orientalis Agapanthus 

Ageratina adenophora Crofton Weed 

Agrostis capillaris Brown-top Bent 

Agrostis capillaris var. capillaris Brown-top Bent 

Agrostis gigantea Red-top Bent 

Aira caryophyllea subsp. caryophyllea Silvery Hair-grass 

Aira cupaniana Quicksilver Grass 

Aira elegantissima Delicate Hair-grass 

Aira praecox Early Hair-grass 

Aira spp. Hair Grass 

Alisma lanfceolatum Water Plantain 

Allium spp. Garlic 

Allium triquetrum Angled Onion 

Allium vineale Crow Garlic 

Alternanthera philoxeroides Alligator Weed 

Amaranthus retroflexus Red-root Amaranth 

Amaryllis belladonna Belladonna Lily 

Amblystegium serpens Creeping Feather-moss 

Anredera cordifolia Madeira Vine 

Anthemis spp. Chamomile 

Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal-grass 

Aphanes arvensis Parsley Piert 

Apium graveolens Celery 

Aptenia cordifolia Heart-leaf Ice-plant 

Araujia sericifera White Bladder-flower 

Arbutus unedo Irish Strawberry Tree 

Arrhenatherum elatius var. bulbosum False Oat-grass 

Artemisia verlotiorum Chinese Wormwood 

Arundo donax Giant Reed 

Asparagus asparagoides Bridal Creeper 

Asparagus officinalis Asparagus 

Atriplex prostrata Hastate Orache 

Avena barbata Bearded Oat 

Avena fatua Wild Oat 

Avena spp. Oat 

Avena sterilis Sterile Oat 

Avena sterilis subsp. sterilis Sterile Oat 

B 

Billardiera heterophylla Bluebell Creeper 

Brachypodium distachyon False Brome 

Brassica fruticulosa Twiggy Turnip 

Brassica rapa White Turnip 
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Botanical Name Common Name 

Brassica spp. Turnip 

Briza maxima Large Quaking-grass 

Briza minor Lesser Quaking-grass 

Bromus catharticus Prairie Grass 

Bromus catharticus var. catharticus Prairie Grass 

Bromus diandrus Great Brome 

Bromus hordeaceus Soft Brome 

Bromus rubens Red Brome 

C 

Calendula officinalis Garden Marigold 

Callitriche stagnalis Common Water-starwort 

Calystegia silvatica Greater Bindweed 

Canna indica Indian Shot 

Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's Purse 

Cardamine hirsuta s.l. Common Bitter-cress 

Cardamine hirsuta s.s. Common Bitter-cress 

Carduus spp. Slender Thistle 

Cassinia sifton Drooping Cassinia 

Casuarina cunninghamiana subsp. 
cunninghamiana 

River Oak 

Casuarina glauca Swamp Oak 

Catapodium rigidum Fern Grass 

Cenchrus clandestinus Kikuyu 

Cenchrus longisetus Feathertop 

Cenchrus macrourus African Feather-grass 

Cenchrus setaceus Fountain Grass 

Centaurium erythraea Common Centaury 

Centaurium spp. Centaury 

Centaurium tenuiflorum Slender Centaury 

Cerastium glomeratum s.l. Common Mouse-ear Chickweed 

Cerastium glomeratum s.s. Sticky Mouse-ear Chickweed 

Chamaecytisus palmensis Tree Lucerne 

Chenopodium album Fat Hen 

Chenopodium murale Sowbane 

Chrysanthemoides monilifera Boneseed 

Chrysanthemoides monilifera subsp. monilifera African Boneseed 

Chrysanthemoides monilifera subsp. rotundata Bitou Bush 

Cicendia filiformis Slender Cicendia 

Cicendia quadrangularis Square Cicendia 

Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle 

Clematis vitalba var. vitalba Traveller's Joy 

Coleonema pulchellum Pink Diosma 

Conium maculatum Hemlock 

Convolvulus arvensis Common Bindweed 

Coprosma repens Mirror Bush 

Coprosma robusta Karamu 

Cortaderia selloana Pampas Grass 

Corymbia citriodora subsp. citriodora Lemon-scented Gum 

Cotoneaster glaucophyllus Large-leaf Cotoneaster 

Cotoneaster pannosus Velvet Cotoneaster 

Cotoneaster spp. Cotoneaster 

Cotula coronopifolia Water Buttons 

Crassula multicava subsp multicava Shade Crassula 

Crassula tetragona subsp. robusta Shrubby Crassula 
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Botanical Name Common Name 

Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn 

Crocosmia X crocosmiiflora Montbretia 

Cupressus spp. Cypress 

Cynara cardunculus subsp. flavescens Artichoke Thistle 

Cynodon dactylon var. dactylon Couch 

Cynosurus echinatus Rough Dog's-tail 

Cyperus brevifolius Mullumbimby Couch 

Cyperus eragrostis Drain Flat-sedge 

Cyperus esculentus Yellow Nutgrass 

D  

Dactylis glomerata Cocksfoot 

Datura stramonium Common Thorn-apple 

Daucus carota Carrot 

Delairea odorata Cape Ivy 

Dianthus armeria Deptford Pink 

Digitaria sanguinalis Summer Grass 

Diplotaxis tenuifolia Sand Rocket 

Dipogon lignosus Common Dipogon 

Dittrichia graveolens Stinkwort 

Drosanthemum candens Rodondo Creeper 

Dysphania ambrosioides Mexican Tea 

Dysphania multifida Scented Goosefoot 

E 

Echium plantagineum Paterson's Curse 

Egeria densa Dense Waterweed 

Ehrharta erecta Panic Veldt-grass 

Ehrharta longiflora Annual Veldt-grass 

Eleusine tristachya  American Crows-foot Grass 

Elodea canadensis Canadian Pondweed 

Elytrigia repens English Couch 

Epilobium ciliatum Glandular Willow-herb 

Erigeron bonariense Flaxleaf Fleabane 

Erigeron spp. Fleabane 

Erigeron sumatrensis Tall Fleabane 

Eriobotrya japonica Loquat 

Erodium botrys Big Heron's-bill 

Erodium cicutarium Common Heron's-bill 

Erodium moschatum Musky Heron's-bill 

Eucalyptus cladocalyx Sugar Gum 

Eucalyptus spp. (naturalised) Eucalypt 

Euphorbia peplus Petty Spurge 

F 

Festuca arundinacea Tall Fescue 

Festuca rubra s.l. Red Fescue 

Foeniculum vulgare Fennel 

Fraxinus angustifolia Desert Ash 

Fraxinus angustifolia subsp. angustifolia Desert Ash 

Fraxinus spp. Ash 

Freesia leichtlinii Freesia 

Fumaria bastardii Bastard's Fumitory 

Fumaria capreolata White Fumitory 

Fumaria muralis subsp. muralis Wall Fumitory 

Fumaria spp. Fumitory 
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Botanical Name Common Name 

G 

Galenia pubescens var. pubescens Galenia 

Galium aparine Cleavers 

Gamochaeta purpurea s.l. Purple Cudweed 

Gaudinia fragilis Fragile Oat 

Gazania rigens var.  leucolaena Trailing Gazania 

Gazania rigens var. uniflora Trailing Gazania 

Genista linifolia Flax-leaf Broom 

Genista monspessulana Montpellier Broom 

Genista X spachiana Madeira Broom 

Geranium dissectum Cut-leaf Crane's-bill 

Grevillea curviloba subsp. incurva Narrow Curved-leaf Grevillea 

Grevillea hybrids (naturalized) Grevillea hybrids and cultivars 

Grevillea juniperina x victoriae Grevillea 'Poorinda Constance' hybrid 

Grevillea robusta Silky Oak 

H 

Hakea salicifolia subsp. salicifolia Willow-leaf Hakea 

Hedera helix English Ivy 

Helianthus tuberosus Jerusalem Artichoke 

Heliotropium europaeum Common Heliotrope 

Helminthotheca echioides Ox-tongue 

Helosciadium nodiflorum Water Celery 

Hesperocyparis macrocarpa Monterey Cypress 

Hibiscus tridactylites Narrow-leaf Bladder Ketmia 

Hirschfeldia incana Buchan Weed 

Holcus lanatus Yorkshire Fog 

Hordeum leporinum Barley-grass 

Hordeum marinum Sea Barley-grass 

Hordeum spp. Barley Grass 

Hypericum perforatum subsp. veronense St John's Wort 

Hypochaeris glabra Smooth Cat's-ear 

Hypochaeris radicata Flatweed 

I 

Ipomoea indica Blue Morning-glory 

Ipomoea purpurea Common Morning-glory 

Iris spp. Iris 

Isolepis levynsiana Tiny Flat-sedge 

J 

Juncus articulatus subsp. articulatus Jointed Rush 

Juncus capitatus Capitate Rush 

Juncus microcephalus Tiny-headed Rush 

L 

Lactuca serriola Prickly Lettuce 

Lactuca spp. Lettuce 

Lagunaria patersonia subsp. patersonia Pyramid Tree 

Leersia hexandra Southern Cut-grass 

Leontodon saxatilis subsp.saxatilis Hairy Hawkbit 

Lepidium africanum Common Peppercress 

Leptospermum petersonii Lemon-scented Tea-tree 

Ligustrum lucidum Large-leaf Privet 

Ligustrum ovalifolium Hedge Privet 

Ligustrum sinense Chinese Privet 

Ligustrum spp. Privet 

Ligustrum vulgare European Privet 

Lilium spp. Lily 
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Linum trigynum French Flax 

Linum usitatissimum Flax 

Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass 

Lolium rigidum Wimmera Rye-grass 

Lolium spp. Rye Grass 

Lolium temulentum Darnel 

Lonicera japonica Japanese Honeysuckle 

Lotus angustissimus Slender Bird's-foot Trefoil 

Lotus corniculatus Bird's-foot Trefoil 

Lotus spp. (naturalised) Trefoil 

Lotus subbiflorus Hairy Bird's-foot Trefoil 

Lycium ferocissimum African Box-thorn 

Lysimachia arvensis Pimpernel 

M 

Malus pumila Apple 

Malva arborea Tree Mallow 

Malva nicaeensis Mallow of Nice 

Malva parviflora Small-flower Mallow 

Malva sylvestris Tall Mallow 

Matthiola incana Stock 

Medicago arabica Spotted Medic 

Medicago polymorpha Burr Medic 

Medicago spp. Medic 

Medicago truncatula Barrel Medic 

Melaleuca incana subsp. incana Grey Honey-myrtle 

Melaleuca styphelioides Prickly Paperbark 

Melilotus indicus Sweet Melilot 

Modiola caroliniana Red-flower Mallow 

Moraea lewisiae Golden Iris 

Moraea setifolia Thread Iris 

Moraea spp. Moraea 

Myriophyllum aquaticum Parrot's Feather 

N 

Narcissus pseudonarcissus Daffodil 

Narcissus spp. Narcissus 

Nassella charruana Lobed Needle-grass 

Nassella hyalina Cane Needle-grass 

Nassella leucotricha Texas Needle-grass 

Nassella neesiana Chilean Needle-grass 

Nassella tenuissima Mexican Feather-grass 

Nassella trichotoma Serrated Tussock 

Nasturtium officinale Watercress 

Nephrolepis cordifolia Fishbone Fern 

Nothoscordum borbonicum Fragrant False-garlic 

O 

Oenothera stricta subsp. stricta Common Evening-primrose 

Opuntia robusta Wheel Cactus 

Opuntia schickendantzii Lion's Tongue 

Opuntia spp. Prickly Pear 

Orobanche minor Lesser Broomrape 

Oxalis articulata Sourgrass 

Oxalis incarnata Pale Wood-sorrel 

Oxalis obtusa Yellow-eye Wood-sorrel 

Oxalis pes-caprae Soursob 

Oxalis purpurea Large-flower Wood-sorrel 
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Oxalis spp. (naturalised) Wood Sorrel 

P 

Panicum gilvum Sweet Panic 

Papaver dubium Long-headed Poppy 

Papaver somniferum subsp. setigerum Small-flower Opium-poppy 

Parapholis incurva Coast Barb-grass 

Parentucellia latifolia Red Bartsia 

Parietaria judaica Wall Pellitory 

Paspalum dilatatum Paspalum 

Paspalum distichum Water Couch 

Paspalum quadrifarium Golden-top Grass 

Persicaria maculosa Redshank 

Petroselinum crispum Parsley 

Phalaris aquatica Toowoomba Canary-grass 

Phalaris minor Lesser Canary-grass 

Phalaris spp. Canary Grass 

Phoenix canariensis Canary Island Date-palm 

Pinus canariensis Canary Island Pine 

Pinus radiata Radiata Pine 

Piptatherum miliaceum Rice Millet 

Piptochaetium uruguense Pampas Rice-grass 

Plantago coronopus Buck's-horn Plantain 

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort 

Plantago major Greater Plantain 

Plumbago auriculata Cape Leadwort 

Poa annua s.l. Annual Meadow-grass 

Poa pratensis Kentucky Blue-grass 

Polycarpon tetraphyllum Four-leaved Allseed 

Polygala myrtifolia Myrtle-leaf Milkwort 

Polygonum aviculare s.l. Prostrate Knotweed 

Polygonum aviculare s.s. Hogweed 

Polypogon monspeliensis Annual Beard-grass 

Populus alba White Poplar 

Populus nigra 'Italica' Lombardy Poplar 

Populus spp. Poplar 

Prunella vulgaris Self-heal 

Prunus cerasifera Cherry Plum 

Prunus cerasifera 'Nigra' Purple-leaf Cherry-plum 

Prunus persica Peach 

Prunus spinosa Blackthorn 

Prunus spp. Prunus 

Pyracantha crenulata Nepal Firethorn 

Pyracantha spp. Firethorn 

Q 

Quercus spp. Oak 

R 

Ranunculus muricatus Sharp Buttercup 

Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup 

Raphanus raphanistrum Wild Radish 

Raphanus sativus Common Radish 

Rapistrum rugosum Giant Mustard 

Ricinus communis Castor Oil Plant 

Robinia pseudoacacia Locust Tree 

Romulea minutiflora Small-flower Onion-grass 

Romulea rosea Onion Grass 
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Romulea rosea var. australis s.s. Common Onion-grass 

Romulea rosea var. reflexa Large-flower Onion-grass 

Rorippa palustris Marsh Yellow-cress 

Rosa rubiginosa Sweet Briar 

Rubus anglocandicans Common Blackberry 

Rubus fruticosus spp. agg. Blackberry 

Rubus polyanthemus Forest Blackberry 

Rubus ulmifolius var. ulmifolius Elm-leaf Blackberry 

Rumex conglomeratus Clustered Dock 

Rumex crispus Curled Dock 

Rumex obtusifolius subsp. obtusifolius Broad-leaf Dock 

Rumex pulcher subsp. pulcher Fiddle Dock 

Rumex spp. (naturalised) Dock (naturalised) 

S 

Sagina procumbens Spreading Pearlwort 

Salix alba White Willow 

Salix alba var. vitellina Golden Willow 

Salix babylonica s.l. Weeping Willow 

Salix fragilis Crack Willow 

Salix fragilis var. fragilis Crack Willow 

Salix spp. Willow 

Salix X mollissima Willow hybrid 

Salix X rubens Basket Willow 

Salix X sepulcralis var. sepulcralis Weeping Willow 

Salpichroa origanifolia Pampas Lily-of-the-Valley 

Salvia verbenaca Wild Sage 

Scabiosa atropurpurea Pincushion 

Schinus molle Pepper Tree 

Sedum spp. Stonecrop 

Senecio vulgaris Common Groundsel 

Setaria parviflora Slender Pigeon Grass 

Setaria pumila subsp. pumila Pale Pigeon-grass 

Silene gallica French Catchfly 

Silene spp. Catchfly 

Silybum marianum Variegated Thistle 

Solanum chenopodioides Whitetip Nightshade 

Solanum nigrum s.l. Black Nightshade 

Solanum nigrum s.s. Black Nightshade 

Solanum pseudocapsicum Madeira Winter-Cherry 

Sonchus asper s.l. Rough Sow-thistle 

Sonchus asper s.s. Rough Sow-thistle 

Sonchus oleraceus Common Sow-thistle 

Sparaxis bulbifera Harlequin Flower 

Sparaxis spp. Harlequin Flower 

Spartium junceum Spanish Broom 

Sporobolus africanus Rat-tail Grass 

Stachys arvensis Stagger Weed 

Stellaria media Chickweed 

Stenotaphrum secundatum Buffalo Grass 

Symphyotrichum subulatum Aster-weed 

T 

Tagetes patula French Marigold 

Tagetes spp. Marigold 

Taraxacum officinale  Garden Dandelion 
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Taraxacum species group  Garden Dandelion 

Tradescantia fluminensis Small-leaf spiderwort 

Tragopogon porrifolius subsp. porrifolius Salsify 

Tribolium acutiflorum s.l. Desmazeria 

Tribolium obliterum Desmazeria 

Trifolium angustifolium var. angustifolium Narrow-leaf Clover 

Trifolium arvense var. arvense Hare's-foot Clover 

Trifolium campestre var. campestre Hop Clover 

Trifolium dubium Suckling Clover 

Trifolium fragiferum var. fragiferum Strawberry Clover 

Trifolium glomeratum Cluster Clover 

Trifolium repens var. repens White Clover 

Trifolium spp. Clover 

Trifolium striatum Knotted Clover 

Trifolium subterraneum Subterranean Clover 

Trifolium tomentosum var. tomentosum Woolly Clover 

Tropaeolum majus Nasturtium 

Typha latifolia Lesser Reed-mace 

U 

Ulex europaeus Gorse 

Ulmus spp. Elm 

Urtica urens Small Nettle 

V 

Vellereophyton dealbatum White Cudweed 

Verbena bonariensis s.l. Purple-top Verbena 
 

Verbena bonariensis var. bonariensis s.s. Purple-top Verbena 

Verbena officinalis var. officinalis Verbena 

Veronica hederifolia Ivy-leaf Speedwell 

Veronica peregrina subsp. xalapensis Wandering Speedwell 

Veronica persica Persian Speedwell 

Vicia hirsuta Tiny Vetch 

Vicia sativa Common Vetch 

Vicia sativa subsp. cordata Common Vetch 

Vicia sativa subsp. nigra Narrow-leaf Vetch 

Vicia sativa subsp. sativa Common Vetch 

Vicia spp. Vetch 

Vicia tetrasperma Slender Vetch 

Vicia villosa subsp. villosa Hairy Vetch 

Vinca major Blue Periwinkle 

Viola odorata Common Violet 

Vulpia bromoides Squirrel-tail Fescue 

Vulpia muralis Wall Fescue 

Vulpia myuros Rat's-tail Fescue 

Vulpia spp. Fescue 

Z 

Zantedeschia aethiopica White Arum-lily 
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